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PREFACE. 



It is not my intention to offer to others a aya- 
tematic treatise on the all -important truths of the 
Christian religion : I do not feel equal to such an 
undertaking, but it is my desire to leave behind 
me a testimony to the truth as it is in Jesua — that 
truth in the principles of which I was educated, 
and of which I have made profesaion through life. 
Whilst conscious that through manifold infirmities 
I have but feebly and imperfectly maintained these 
prineiplea, they are now, at an advanced period of I 
my life, increasingly dear to me, and earnestly do i 
I desire to commend them ta the serious reflection ] 
and cordial acceptance of the reader. 

In preparing what ia now offered, I have made ] 
copious extracts from the accredited declarations I 
of the Society of Friends, conveying as they do 1 
my own religious sentiments in more appropriate 1 
language than I could employ ; and calculated as I 
they are to carry nith them more weight than is J 
due to mere individual opinion, 

J. F, 
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It has pleased the Lord, iu his iufinite goodnea 
and love, to give unto the childreu of men a revelatioi) 
of Himself, and of his will. The books in which it 
is recorded, written in different ages of tlie world, 
Lave, through the euperintending providence of God, 
been preserved to the present day ; and are handed j 
down to UB in the volume deaignated the Bible. 1 

In these records we are taught those great and 
solemn truths that God is tLe Creator of all things ; 
that with Him there is no variableness, ueithor shadow 
of turning ; that his greatness is unsearchable, and his 
ways past finding out ; that He is the governor among 
the nations, ruling in the kingdoms of men. He i§ 1 
infinite in knowledge and in power, in purity and j 
hoUness, in mercy, love and goodness. There is not a j 
word on the tongue, but lo ! He knowcth it altogetlier, I 
He seareheth all hearts ; and understandeth all the j 
imaginations of the thoughts. He changeth not ; hia J 
compassions are new every morning : his promises aro I 
Burei His word is settled in heaven ; and his faithful- I 
ness is unto all generations. His nnmo is a strong I 
tower, the righteous runneth into it and is safe. I 



The religions Society of Friends has ever accepted 
theHB recorda he of divine authority. In proof of thiB, 
the following extracts are selected from others which, 
might be adduced. 

In a letter to the Governor of Barbadoes, 
year 1671, George Pox, who waa the instrument 
gathering and settling that Society, writee thns 
" Concerning the Holy Scriptnres, we believe 
were given forth by the Holy Spirit of God, thronj 
the holy men of God, who (as the Scriphire itself 
declares) spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
We believe they are to be tead, believed, and fulfilled 
(he that fulfils them is Christ) ; and they are ' profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousnesa, that the man of God may I 
throughly furnished unto all good works,' ar 
to make wisi) unto salvation, ' through faith 
Jesus.' " 

The character and object of Holy Scripture is clearly 
and comprehensively set forth in the following extract 
from the Epistle of the Yearly Meeting of our religions 
Society of 1836:— 

" It is expressly declared by the apostle Peter 
' the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
but holy men of God spake aa they were moved by 
Holy Ghost.' The apostle John declares respecting 
the gospel which he wrote, ' These are written that ye 
might beheve that Jesns is the Christ, the Son of God ; 
and that heUeving ye might have life through his 
name.' Very pertinent and comprehensive is the 
language of the Apostle Paul to Timothy :— ' From a 
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptnres, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
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wbich is in Christ JesuB.' — ' All Stiriptnre is giTen liy 
inspiration of God, and ie profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in rigbteousneBB; 
that the man of God may be perfect, throiighly fur- 
nifihed unto all good works.' Again, the Apostle 
says, ' Whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.' Finally, 
oar blessed Lord, in reference to those divine writings, 
of which the grand object, in accordance with bis 
declaration, was to testify of himself, emphatically 
declares the Scripture cannot be broken. AJthough 
moat of these passages relate to the Old Testament, 
our Society has always freely acknowledged that the 
principles developed in thetn are equally applicable to 
the writings of the evangelistB and apostles. In con- 
formity with these principles, ft has ever been, and 
Btill is, the belief of the Society of Friends, that the 
Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament were 
given by inspiration of God; that therefore the de- 
clarations contained in them rest on the authority of 
God himself; and there can be no appeal from them to 
any other authority whatsoever ; that they are able t* 
make wise nnto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesua ; being the appointed means of making 
known to us the blessed truths of Christianity ; that 
tbey are the only divinely authorized record of the 
doctrines which we are bound as Christians to believe, 
and of the moral principles which are to regulate our 
actions ; that no doctrine which is not contained 
tbem can he required of any one to be believed as 
article of faith ; that whatsoever any man says or 
does wliich is contrary to the Scriptures, though under 
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CHAPTER II. 



4h the fulness of time our blessed Redeemer Eppeared 
upon earth in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
was bom of the Virgin Mary, and his miraculous birth 
is thus set forth hy the angel in his address to her : — 
" Tlie Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee : therefore, 
also, that Holy thing nhieb shall be born of thee shsU 
be caUed the Son of God." 

The practical acceptance by the Society of Friemfc 
of the glorious truths set before us in the Old and New 
Testament may be proved by various declarations in 
their writings. In support of this assertion the foUow- 
ing extracts are presented :- — 

George Fox, in his address to the Governor of Bar- 
badoes, already quoted, says — " We own and believe in 
God, the only wise, omnipotent, and everlasting God, 
the Creator of all things in heaven and earth, and 
the Preserver of all that He hath made ; who is God 
wer all, blessed for ever ; to whom be all honour, 
glory, dominion, praise and thanksgiving, both now 
and for evermore I And we own and believe in 
Jesus Christ, his beloved and only begotten Son, in 
whom He is well pleased ; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, and bom of the Virgin Mary ; in whom 
we have redemption through his blood, even the for- 
giveness of sins ; who is the express image of the in- 
visible God, the Grst-bom of every creature, by whom 



were all things created that are in LeaTen and in eartli, 
yisible aad inyisible, whether they be thrones, dominionB, I 
principahties, or powers; all things were created by ' 
Him. And we own and bcUeve that He was made a 
sacrifice for sin, who knew HO sin, neither was gnile 
found in his month ; that He was crucified for us in the 
flesh, without the gates of Jerusalem ; and that He wag 
buried, and rose again the third day by the power of 
his Father, for our justification ; and that He ascended 
np into heaven, and now sitteth on the right hand of 
God. This Jesus, who was the foundation of the holy 
prophets and apostles, is our foundation : and we helievs 
there is no other foundation to be laid hnt that which 
is laid, even Christ Jesus ; who tasted death for every 
man, shed his blood for all men, is the propitiation for 
onr sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world : according as John the Baptist testified 
of Him, when he said, ' Behold the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sins of the world.' — John i. 29. We 
belieye that He alone is our Redeemer and Saviour, the 
Captain of our salvation, who saves ns from sin, as well 
as from hell and the wrath to come, and destroys the 
devil and his works : He is tha Seed of the woman that 
braises the serpent's head, to wit, Christ Jesns, the 
Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last. He is (aE 
the Scriptures of truth say of Him) our ' wisdom, righte- 
ODBness, sanctifi.cation, and redemption ; neither is there 
salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we may be saved.' 
He alone is the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls : He 
is our Prophet, whom Moses long since testified of, 
Baying, ' A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise np 
jOnto you of your brethren, like unto me ; Him shall y 



hear in all things, whatsoever He shall say unto yoii; 
and it shall come to pass, that CTery soul which will 
not hear that prophet shall ho destroyed from among 
the people.'— Acta ii. 23, 23. He is now come in 
Spirit, ' and hath given us an understanding, that we 
may know Him that is true.' He rules in our hearts 
by his law of !ove and hfe, and makes us free from the 
law of sin and death. We have no life, hut hy Him; 
for He is the quietening Spirit, the second Adam, the 
Lord from heaven, by whose hlood we are cleansed, and 
our consciences sprinkled from dead works, to serve the 
living God. He ia our Mediator, who makes peace and 
reconciliation between God offended and us offending ; 
He being the Oath of God, the new covenant of light, 
life, grace, and peace ; the author and finisher of our 
faith. This Lord Jeaus Christ, the heavenly man, the 
Emanuel, God with us, we all own and believe in ; He 
whom the high-prieat raged against, and said He had 
Bpoken blasphemy, whom the priests and elders of the 
Jews took counsel together against, and put to death ; the 
aome whom Judas betrayed for thirty pieces of silver, 
which the priests gave Him us a reward for his treason; 
who also gave large sums of money to the soldiers to 
broach a horrible lie, namely, ' That his disciples came 
and Btole him away by night whilst they slept.' After 
He was risen from the dead, the history of the acts of 
the apostles sets forth how the chief priests and eldera 
persecuted the disciples of this Jesus for preaching 
Christ and his resurrection. This, we say, is that Lord 
Jeans Christ whom we own to be our life and salva- 

The following extracts from the Epistles of the 
Yearly Meeting of the Society, held in London, &re 
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OH THE LORD JBKUS Cn[lItlT. II J 

descriptive of the various offices of Christ and of the 1 
practical application of the great truths of his religion, 
to the naiits of man. They illustrato that intimate 1 
connexion between doctrine and experience which the 
trae believer ia called upon to press aft«r, and they are 
valuable as exhibiting the care of the church for its 
individual members. 

" It pleased the Father, in his abundant mercy and 1 
love to the human race, in their fallen and lost estate, J 
to give his only-begotten Son, the Lord. Jesus Christ, I 
that ' whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, I 
but have everlasting life.' Oh I then, that not one 1 
amongst us may, by neglecting or undervaluing this i 
means, come short of that rest which is prepared for 
the people of God. May we all, in true and living 
faith, accept the Saviour of men, as our liedeemer, and 
deliverer from the thraldom of sin. ' In Him dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily:' He is that 
eternal Word which in the beginning was with God, 
and was God ; and who was made flesh and dwelt 
among men. He offered himself a sacrifice for oor 
transgressions, 'the just for the unjust:' 'we have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins.' He, jour ever-living Intercessor and ' Advocate i 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous,' ' is passed 
into the heavens,' and ' sat down on the right hand of > 
the Majesty on high.' "—1899. , 

" We are again made aensible that we cannot medi- 
tate on a subject more fraught with instruction and I 
comfort, than the coming of the Son of God in the I 
flesh, and the many blessings which, through Him, have 
been conferred on the human race, — the coming of 
Him, who, being bom of a virgin, ' was made in the J 
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likeness of men:' 'who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but made 
himself of no reputation, and took npon him the form 
of u servant.' He ' was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our Justiflcation.' He ascended 
on high, He led captivity captive, He received gifts for 
men, yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God 
might dwell among them. He ' sitteth on the right- 
hand of God,' making intercession for us. He 'is made 
unto us of God, wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti- 
fication, and redemption;' and unto Him we must look 
&s our mediator and advocate with the Father. He 
emphatically desdrihes himself as ' the good Shepherd.' 
He is our Lawgiver ; and solemn indeed is the declara~ 
tion, that we must all appear before his judgment -seat, 
to receive our reward according to the deeds done in 
the body, whether they be good or bad." — 1830. 

" Dear friends, what do we individually know of that 
life which is hid with Christ in God 7 Is He the rock 
on which our foundation is laid ? Do we feel Him to 
be onr shepherd to lead us ; onr teacher to instruct as; 
the bishop of our aouls to watch over us ? Do wrc know 
Him, in our own experience, to be the High Priest of 
onr profession, who is tooched with a feeling of our 
infirmities, and through whom we come unto Oodf 
Are we engrafted into Him the true vine ; deriving 
nourishment immediately from Him 7 Call to mind 
the history of his KnAferings and death, for our sakea, 
as described by the Evangelists, tt was the Son of 
God himself whose agonies are therein set forth : it wu 
He ' in whom are hid nil the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge' Let this excite in your hearts a sense of 
the enormity of sin, Eoeing that in the perfect connsell 
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of the Father such a sacrifice was deemed Beedful for 

r salTBtion. These considerations, if justly enter- i 
tained, will lead jou to press after that purity of heart, i 
Trithout which we cannot see God. Endeavour, in I 
private retirement, to pour out your souls in secret I 
supplication unto Him. It is recorded for our example, | 
that Christ himself, in the days of his flesh, withdrew 
at times from, his disciples, and offered up prayer unto 
God. Remember also, for your comfort, that 'the 
Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and 
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.' Accept onr 

ised Lord in these offices which He is graciously 
■willing to perform, to all who truly believe in Him. 
Then, from a deep sense of temptation t<> evil, and of 
the corruption of the human heart, you will feel the 
necessity of hearing the cross of Christ, of living in 
true self-denial, and of walking in the narrow way which 
leadeth unto life."— 1833. 

" It is our joy and consolation, that He who died for 
us and rose again, is, in his faithfulness and love, still 
pleading for us at the right hand of the Father : there- 
fore, in offering our brotliien the salutation of our un- 
feigned love, we can bid them to bo of good cheer, and 
1 all their afflictions to stay their minds on Him. 
He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows : 
He who suffered for us is touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities. Though Lord of all, He condescended 

JUT low estate, and took part of the same. Oh, what 
fiilneaa of grace ! what kindness and love I Let ns, 
then, in calling to mind the price with which He has 
bought us, give up ourselves more entirely to the power 
of his Spirit, that we may be brought practically and 
' experimentally to feel that we are not our own, that we 
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may cease to lire to ourselves, Find ask and wait for lus 
help that we may live with yet more deTotcdness nnto 
Him. Acting upon this principle the early Cliristians 
separated themBelces from the world, became dead to 
its spirit, aad were raised up to stand as a witness 
against the world. Their obedience to Christ, in that 
which He made known to them under the influence 
of bis Spirit, rendered them, of necessity, a ' peculiar 
people ;' and by their blameless conversation, and their 
harmless and unspotted lives, they were made an exem- 
plification of the words of their Lord, ' Ye are the salt 
of tbe earth :' ' Ye are the hght of the world.' " — 
1839. 

"It is our earnest concern that we may, every 
one of U8, he brought deeply to feel the sinfulnesa 
of sin ; and to see that as we are all, by nature, fallen 
creatures, and prone to evil, so we all need a thorough 
change of heart and affections, through the effectual 
working of the power of God in us. The Lord Jesus 
Christ died to save us from sin, and to restore us to 
the divine image in which man was originally created. 
then that we may all come in faith unto Him ! He 
has declared of himself ' I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 
But if we would know Hi in to raise us up to spiritaal 
life, we must be willing that He should lay the axe to 
the root of the corrupt tree, baptize us with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire, and cleanse us from all impurity ; 
crucifying us unto the world, and the world unto us. 
The progress of this work is often gradual ; many are 
the conflicts of flesh and spirit, and repeated the assaults 
of the enemy of our souls' happiness, before deli?eranoe 
from sin is wrought ; before we fully know all things to 
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become new, and all things of God. Great, Lowarer, 
is the bleasedneas of that life which is hid with Christ 
in God. We therefore eameetly covet that every 
may be wilhng patiently to submit to the turning of the 
Lord's hand upon him. Then shall we be brought 
feel in our owa esperienee, ae we follow on to know the 
Lord, that Christ is indeed our light and our life, that, 
according to his own declaration, He is the bread which 
came down from heaven, and that if a man eat of this 
bread, he shaU hve for ever: — words of consolation 
to the hungry soul. Thus feeding on Him the living 
Bubatance, we shall clearly see that all the types and 
ceremonies of a former dispensation were the shadow 
of those good things which are already come ; and we 
shall truly feel that the 'kingdom of God is not in 
word, hut in power ;' ' not meat and drink ; but righte- 
ouBnesa, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.' 
1842. 

" The promised Messiah, He to whom all preceding 
dispensations had pointed, and in whom they were 
ended and fulfilled. He who was with God, and was 
G«d, the word who hath declared to man Him that is 
invisible, even Ho was made flesh, and dwelt amongst 
men. Though He was rich, yet for our sakes Ha 
became poor; veiling, in the form of a servant, the 
brightness of his glory, that through Him the kindness 
and love of God toward man might appear, in a man- 
ner everyway suited to our wants, and finite capacities. 
His righteous precepts were illustrated and confirmed 
by his own holy example. He went about doing good; 
for ua He endured sorrow, hunger, thirst, 
pain ; unutterable anguish of body and of soul, 
qnto death ; and was ' in all points tempted hke as wb 
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are, yet without sin.' Thns humbling Hima elf that wa- 
might he exalted, He emphatically recognised the duties 
and the snfferingB of humanity as among tie means 
whereby, through the obedience of fnith, we are to be 
disciplined for heaven ; sanctifjing them to us by Him- 
self performing and enduring them, and, as ' the Fore- 
nianer,' at once plainly marking and consecrating for 
his followers the path in which they must tread. But 
not only in these blessed relations must the Lord JesOB 
be ever precious to his people. Exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, in him has been revealed a Redeemer at 
once able to suffer and almighty to save ; an High- 
Priest, ' touched with the feeling of our infirmities,' 
who, haying made reconcihation for our sins by the 
offering up of Himself once for all, ' is gone into 
heaven,' there to appear, our Mediator and Advocate, 
in the presence of God. How high and holy is onr 
vocation in being called by the name, and invitod to 
the service, of such a Saviour. And whilst we take 
comfort in believing that He is indeed precious to the 
souls of many, fervent are our desires for ourselves and 
for you, that as we advance in life we may, in all things, 
be more and more grooving up into Him who is the 
Head. Eut we have had renewedly to feel that it is 
only as the heart is, in very truth, quickened by the 
Spirit of the Lord, that any can be made truly alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ." — 1852. 

" Oh I the blessed fulness and freeness of that 
Gospel which makes known that Christ died for all ; but 
we cannot separate its blessings from its responsibilities. 
If we really feel the preciousness of the truth that He 
died upon the cross for us, we cannot reject the obliga- 
tion which He hath laid upon all his disciples, to deny 
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themselves, to take np their cross daily, and follow 
Him. If we are Christ's, we shall feel that we are 
caUed to he like Him ; that we are not to he of the 
world, even as He was not of the world ; that we musl 
crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts : the Spirit 
of Jesus will prevail over the spirit of the world, and 
destroy the relish for its unsatisfying and transitory 
pleasures : its vain amusements and Mvolous pursuits 
will be cheerfcdly and resolutely given up." — 1856. 




Man is by nature alienated from his Creator. He 
is prone to sin and transgression, and tbat contimiaJly, 
He cannot, in his own strength, come avaOingly to 
Christ in Kring faith in Him as his offering for Bin, or 
aa his dcUverer from the power and gnilt of sin . In the 
goodness of the Lord, the Holy Spirit exercises a direct 
influence, independent of human agency, enlightening 
our dark hearts, convincing us of sin, giving us to feel 
the wretchedness of sin, and drawing ns to purity and 
holiness of life. He invites us to that individual ex- 
perience of the work of divine grace hy which the Bonl 
is to he cleansed from the poUntiouB of sin, and to be 
made a temple fit for the Holy Ghost to dwell in. 

Tiie more plenteous effusion of this qiuckening power 
was foretold as one of the especial blessings of the 
gospel. The prophet laaiah, spealdng in the name of 
the Lord, saith, " I will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upoa the dry ground : I will ponr 
my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thy 
offspring." On another occasion he thus speaks in 
prophetic language : " As for me this is my covenant 
with thee, saith the Lord. My Spirit that is upon thee, 
and my words which I have put in thy month, shall not 
depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy geed's seed, suth the 
Lord, from henceforth, and for ever." The prophet 
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Jeremioh thus clearly foretela the blessings of the new 
covenant: "After those days, 'saith the Lord, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, 
and will be their God, and thej shall be my people; 
and they shall teach no more overj man his neighbonr, 
and every man his brother, saying', Know the Lord, for 
they shall all know me from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saitli tie Lord, for I will for- 
give their inir^uitj, and I will remember their sin no 
more." The Most High, through the prophet Ezekiel, 
beautifully portrays the spiritual nature of the religion 
of these latter days, when prophetically addressing the 
children of men in the fall, as the house of Israel. " I 
do not this for yonr sakes, O house of Israel, but for 
mine holy name sake. Tlien will I sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean ; from all your filthiness 
and from all your idols will I cleanse you ; a new heart, 
also, will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you ; and I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give jou a heart of flesh : and I will 
put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
Btatntes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them." 

ThiB precious portion of divine truth has been set 
before na by our religious Society in the following 
pasaages of its annual epistles to its members : — 

" But, blessed be God, He has not only provided 
the means of reconciliation unto Himself, through the 
sacrifice of Christ ; He hath also, through the same 
compassionate Saviour, granted unto us the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. By this, the patriarchs, and the holy 
men of old who lived under the law, walked acceptably ■ 
Iwfore Ood. Its more plenteous efTnsion, and its i 
powerful and life-giving effects, were distinctly foretold, j 
I o3 1 
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bj the ancient prophets. Christ himself declared that 
it was expedient that He ehonld go away, that He migiit 
send the Comforter, the Spirit of Troth, who ahould 
guide into all truth : in allusion to whose coming He 
also said, ' I will not leare you comfortlesa, I will 
come to you.' To be guided by his Spirit is the 
prncticfll application of the Christian religion. It is 
the light of Christ which enlightens the darkness of the 
heart of man ; and, by following this light, we are 
enabled to enjoy and maintain communion with Him. 
The cliildren of God are led by the Spirit of God ; and 
this is the appointed means of bringing ns into that 
state of ' holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord.' It is not a doctrine of mysticism, but one of 
practical piety. The great ofSce of the Holy Spirit, 
we firmly believe to he, to convince of sin, to bring the 
soul to a state of deep and eincoro repentance, and to 
oifect the work of sanetification. A holy and constant 
watchfulness is required, to preserve the mind alive to 
the guidance of this divine Teacher; who, if diligently 
sought after and waited for, will be found to be a avrift 
witness for God in the soul, producing that tenderaesa 
of spirit, and that quickness of understanding in the 
fear of the Lord, which are essential to our growth in 
grace. It is through Him ' whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood,' tliat 
we obtain pardon for sin ; and it is through the power 
of his Spirit working mightily in us, that we come 
eventually to experience freedom from sin, — 1830." 

" The requirements of the Gospel are unchanged. 
It is a blessed proof of its excellency and divine origin, 
that it has been found adapted to the circumstances and 
wonts of man, in every age, in every station, and at all 
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■perioda of life. Striking at the root of the evil pro- 
pensities of the corrupt heart, it condemns sin in the 

; it brings man out of that state of alienation from 
God in which he is hy nature ; and enables liim to 
resist, and finally to overcome, all his easily besetting 
sins. Being a message of glad tidings of great jo; to 
the penitent sinner, — and ' all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God,' — it brings him, as it is 
received in faith, to the Lord Jesus Christ, who died 
for the sins of the whole world, and it gives him a 
bleesed hope of salvation through Him, and of life,. I 
peace, and joy with Him for evermore. 

' Dear Friends, — What do we individually knoT 
having passed from death nnto life? May this solemn 
inquiry be brought home to every one of ns. In the 
great mercy of God, the Holy Spirit visits all, to bring I 
about a thorough change ; to hegin, to carry forward, 
and to complete the purification of the soul, the entire 
subjection of the natural will, and the establishment of I 

1 a conformity to the divine will. This work of | 
the Spirit is an inward work, often gradual in its 
progress, but poweri'ul in its operations. It is to be 
Waited for, to be sought in prayer and in humble 
prostration of the soul before the Most High, In the 
progress of this work, humiliation, conflicts and self- 

I are to be endured : but in the Lord's time the 
blessed fmits of !ove, peace, and joy are brought 
forth."— 1850. 

" It is they only who are washed, who are sanctified, 
rlio are justified, in the name of the Lord Jcshb, and 
'by the Spirit of our God, who can enjoy the unspeakable J 
Sprivilege of membership in this spiritual Israel. 

1, no outward membership in any church, can suffice J 



to make us cliildren of Abraham. There nmst be the 
circumcision of the heart, the patting off of the old 
man which is corrupt, according to the deceitful luBta, 
and the putting on of the new man which, after God, ia 
created in righteousness and true holiness. The calling 
of the Christian, beloved Friends, is emphatically ' a 
heavenly calUng.' ' Therefore,' says the Apostle, 
' the world knoweth vs not, hccauso it knew him not." 
If we are conscious that the world loveth us, and that 
we lore the world, how much reason is there to fear 
that we have not yet experienced that great and all- 
important change, whereby they who were ' by nature 
the children of wrath,' are bronght nigh through the 
blood of Jesus, and made partakers of the adoption. 
They who arc thus adopted into the Lord's family, who 
are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, and made 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ, have their 
desires, their hopes, nnd their affections set upon 
heavenly things, and arc no longer conformed to this 
world. Strangers and pilgrims upon earth, their 
citiEenship is in heaven. Whilst enjoying with a pnrer 
relish his outward gifts, they are taught of God to keep 
within the limitations of his Holy Spirit, iu their ose 
even of these things, and are constrained by the dictates 
of their renewed nature to renounce the vanities and 
the pleasures of a world Ij-ing in wickedness. But the 
time, tho energies, and the substance which are withheld 
from these pursuits will not be spent npon themselves. 
Other, and far worthier objects, will open before them, 
aflbrding abundant scope for the right exercise of every 
talent with which they have been entrusted." — 1854. 

" How encouraging to the true penitent, how full of 
iiutruction to the advanced Christian, is the language 



of the Redeemer, ' I am the door : by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be BHYeil.' It is a diBting^ishiiig' 
feature of the work of the Holy Spirit, that it bears an 
effectual witness to Christ, and brings to the enjoyment 
of his grace in those various relations in which He has 
bees pleased to reveal Himself. Under the power of 
teart- searching conviction, it draws the believing soul, 
in contrition and humihation, to the Saviour's feet. 
Here, through the acocptonce of Him, in living faith, 
BB the propitiation for sin, the reeoncihng love of God 
I abroad in the heart, and we are enabled to 
realize the inestimable privilege of access unto God ; 
u right, or for any works of righteousness 
that we have done, but for the sake of Christ alone. 
In thus witnessing of Him, and establishing the soul 
npon Him, the Holy Spirit becomes a Comforter indeed. 
Through his sanctiiying power, the righteousness of 
God, through faith, is more and more manifested in the 
life and conversation, whilst all boasting is excluded. 
The promise of the New Covenant, in its most precious 
import, is fulfilled. The Jaw of God becomes more and 
more plainly written upon the heart, whilst ayet clearer 
and clearer view is granted of the depth of that love 
which, in Christ Jesus, pardoneth iniquity, transgression, 
.. Fervently do we desare that our dear Friends, 

■ everywhere, may press after an individual acquaintance 
■with this heart- searching and heart- sanctifying know-. 
ledge of the Son of God. May none, under the heavy 
weight of conviction, stop short in the first stage of 
Christian experience ; but, yielding without reserve to 
■the fiirther manifestations of hght and truth, may they 

;lw bronght from step to step, in faith and faithfulness, 
to the full enjoyment in their own souls of the covenant 
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jind peace." — 1857. 
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In bringing before the reader what hna been already 
presented to him, I have felt the sacredness of the dis- 
tinctioQ, and, at the eame time of the union, of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed 
for ever. This doctrine, mysterlona and yet bo clearly 
revealed, is, I think, presented to us ia the words of our 
blessed Lord, a short time before his ascension : " Bap- 
tising them in tJie name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost;" and iiirther illustrated by the 
Apostle, when he says, " There are diversities of gilts, 
but the same Spirit ; and there are differences of ad- 
ministration, but the same Lord ; and there are diver- 
sities of operations, but it is the same God which 
worketh all in all," And again he writes, " The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you alL" 

George Fos, in 1682, when writing on behalf of him- 
self and his Friends, expresses their belief " that there 
is one God and Father of whom are all tilings ; that 
there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom all things were 
made, who was glorified with the Father before the 
world began, who is God over all, blessed for ever ; that 
there is one Holy Spirit, the promise of the Father 
and the Son, and leader and eanctifier and comforter of 
his people;" adding, "and we farther believe, as the 
Holy Scriptures soundly and sufficiently express, that 
these three are one, even tlie Father, the Word, and 
the Spirit." 

May these blessed truths ever be meditated upon and 
spoken of with reverence and with filial fear, under a 
sense of their holy certainty and solemn importance ; 
but at the same time with a conviction of the limited 
powers of man, and of the incomprehensible character 
of that glorioQs Being who filleth heaven and ea 
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EEFLECTIOSa CONKECTGD WITH OTHE 



Tbb life and cliaractcr of the Lord Jesus presented I 
to the apostles and primitive helievera a certain f 
evidence that, in the aceompUshment of the prophecies J 
of the inspired men of former ages, the promised I 
Messiah, the Saviour of the world, had indeed e 
Good men of all generations, from that time to the- I 
present day, have received the fulfilment of those [ 
prophecies, as an mideniuble confirmation of the 
reahty of the religion of Jestis. The evidence of the j 
truths of the Gospel is powerfidly strengthened in the 1 
true follower of Christ bj bis individual convictiottB I 
that these truths arc fully applicable to his necessiti 
as a rational and accountable being, nnder all the e: 
gencies of his existence. 

Onr omnipotent Saviour, while He tarried amongst J 
men, gave laws and precepts for the conduct of Mb 1 
followers in all ages, which they arc bound impUcitly to I 
obey. As these commandments are received and acted | 
upon in faith, they constitute the happiness of m 
all the relations of life, civil and political, moral, social, J 
and religious. Not only so, hut the Lord Jesus left | 
us an example that we should follow his steps, and J 
walk even ua He walked. Ha was holy, harmless, u 
defiled, and separate from sinners. What a privilege I 
to have such a Saviour to look unto 1 How should o 
' .gmtitade be heightened when we consider who it w 



that left na these precepts, and set us this example, 
even He who thought it not rohbery to be equal with 
God ; who declared of himself, ' ' I and my Father s 



What wondrous truths are set before us in the 
Gospel ! Truly the rehgiou of Jesus is alone the re- 
hgioa of God. Tliey are adapted to the rich and to the 
poor, to the learned and the ignorant, to the ruler and 
the subject ; to the wants and condition of man in all 
ages of the world, in every clime, and at every period 
of hia life. They are siuted and they are applicable to 
aU the eircamstances of the Chinese, the Hindoo, and 
the Turk, to the African, the Indian, and indeed to the 
inhabitants of eveiy idolatrous and heathen land. 

How cheering is the thought that the records of hfe 
and salvation are introdnced into many of these coun- 
tries, where the people not long since sat in heathen 
darkness. And I would reverently give thanks imto 
our Heavenly Father, in the belief that many among 
them have been turned from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. In tlie permiBsion. 
of Him, whose ways are mysterious and nnsearch&ble, 
the glorious truths of rudemption had long been un- 
known to tiiem. It is not for finite man, with the 
limited powers conferred upon him, to attempt to pene- 
trate into the counsels of Him whose greatness is 
nahmited. It surely is our place, and enough for UB, 
rightly and thankfally to employ the faculties and the 
gifts bestowed, in the service of Him from whom 
Cometh every good and every perfect gift. ITiis, how- 
ever, we are permitted to know and to rejoice in, that 
God is love ; and in this love, the souls which He baa 



DiyKVE TRUTH. 27 

created are infinitely dearer to TTim than tliey can bo .1 
to us. And we are also privileged to know that, in the I 
imiveraality of the love of God, our blessed Lord died I 
for all — -He tasted death for every man. 

The evangelist Jolm bears this striking testimony to 
Chriat, that " He is the true light which lighteth every J 
man that cometh into the world. This light shineth 1 
in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not." I 
It is of the light of the Holy Spirit, shining upon 
the conscience, that we undeistand the evangehst to 
have been then writing. la the first epistle of the 
Apostle John wo meet with the follomng brief but 
very comprehensiTe and alt-important language; " God 
is light, and in him is no darkness at nil. If we 
say that we have fellowsliip with Him and walk in. 
darkness, we he, and do not the truth ; but if we walk 
in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
one vrith another, and the blood of Jesus Christ Mb 
Son cleaaseth us from all sin." It is, we think, in 
aMordance with this testimony to the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, that the Apostle Paul says to the Ephe- 
dans, " All things that are reproved are made mani- 
fest by the light ; for whatsoever doth make manifest is 
light." The words recorded hy the CTangeUst are very 
striking: " For everv one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light lest his deeds should 
be reproved ; but he that docth truth cometh to the 
light that his deeds may be made manifest that they 
are wrought in flod ' We do not see to what other , 
agency than to that of the Holy Spint tho Apostle had ( 
reference, when he said, " For when the Gentiles who i 
, have not the law do, by nature, the things contained in I 
' tiie law, these having not the law are a law unto them- J 
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selves, who show the work of the law written in thdi 
hearts, their conscience a-Iso hearing witness, and their 
thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else excusing one 
another," 

The Creator of all things, He who Hnstaineth them 
by the word of Ma power, and who bnowetJi all the 
circumstances of the countless millions who hare ever 
existed, permits ua to call Him our Father in heaven. 
He invites us to pray unto Him, to confess our sins 
nnto Him, to seek the forgiveness of them, and to cast 
all our care upon Him; for He careth for us, How 
groat is tliat condescension and mercy 1 Let us all ever 
Heck to avail ourselves of auch a bleaaing. 

But whilst seeing and approving things that are 
excellent, how continually does the evil of our own 
hearts teach ns that we are by nature sinners 1 We 
find that we all need to be converted ; to be bom from 
above. How great is the goodness of the Lord that 
we are again and again called to repent and heheve ibe 
Gospel I 

That the duty and the privilege of coming' before 
God in Prayer, is recognised and enjoined by our reli- 
gious Society is obvious from the following extracts 
from its annual Epistles :^ — ^" We continue to believe 
that our disuse of set forms of prayer is founded on & 
correct view of the spiritual nature of the Gospel dis- 
pensation. At the same time we are persuaded, that 
all who have a just sense of the value of their immortal 
souls, and of their own great need of help from above, 
must rejoice with thankfulness in knowing and in feeling 
that they may pray unto our Father who is in heaven. 
Oh I then that every one may avail himself of this great 
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privilege, and with a siscero and believing heart, and ' 
with reverential awe, approach the throne of grace; 
tmsting in tlie mediation of Him through whom wa 
" have access hy one Spirit unto the Father." Let d 
be discouraged from the performance of this dnty by a 
sense of their tranBgressiona ; but, in hianihty and aincero 
repentance, let them implore the forgiveness of God, 
wlio, 88 they patiently wait before Him, will in his own 
time supply all their need. And if there be any, who, 
if they deal honestly with their own hearts, must a 
knowledge that they do not pray, may these deeply i 
reflect upon the danger of their situation, and he alarmed 
at the great loss which they sustain by not thus avail- 
ing themselvea of the high privilege of drawing nigh 
unto God, and portaking of the assurance that He will 
draw nigh unto them." — 1828. 

" May we all avail ourselves of tho great privilege of 
drawing nigh nnto God in prayer— -of asking tho assist- 
ance of his grace to help in time of need — of looking 
onto Him as our merciful Father who is in heaven : 
assnredly believing tliat, m He is approached in reve- 
rence ftnd faith, He will graciously answer our petitions, 
and supply all our need, in and through Christ Jegua. 
As this sacred duty, bo forcibly enjoined in Holy Scrip- 
ture, is correctly undcTBtood and performed aright, 
parents will become so sensible of its great value to 
themselves, that they wiU feel the importance of turning 
thereto the attention of their beloved offspring ; and, as 
they seek for wisdom and strength to act rightly herein, 
they will be assisted by Hi"' to whom they should . 
desire that they aad their children may be wholly de- 
dicated. "—1 83 0. 




The day will come when God shall judge the secrets 
of men bj Jesua Christ. All will stand Itefore his jndg- 
ment-seat. For solemn indeed is the truth that " the 
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him; then shall He sit upon the throne 
ol his glory; and heforc Him shall be gathered all 
nations, and He shall separate them one from another, 
as a slicpherd diyideth his sheep from the goats : and 
He shall set the sheep on. his right hand and the goBt6 
on the left. Then shall tlie King say imto them on his 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world, llien shall He say also unto them on the left 
Laud, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. These shall go 
away into everlasting punishment, hut the righteous 
into life eternal." 

When we reflect on the awful reaUties of that great 
day of account, and on €ha momentous importance of 
making our calling and election sure, what an evidence 
of the self-will and corruption of man is presented to 
OS in his not accepting the great and glorious privileges 
of the Gospel with his whole heart I 

If these truths had their right place in the hearts and 
the understandings of men, the moral wilderness of this 
world would he converted into a frmtfid garden, the 
fruits of the Spirit would be brought forth ; a peace and 
joy and happiness would prevail upon eortli, of wliich 
the nnregenerate can have no adequate conception. Who 
.that has tasted that the Lord is good, would not desire 
that all mankind may come to the knowledge of I 
and be saved ? 



CHAPTER y. 



&.B we meditate on the miracaloua effusion of the Holy 
Spirit on those who met on the day of PentecOBt, 

, and on the early planting of the Apostolie Churches ia 
lands where heathenism bo largely prevailed, well may 
we adopt the language t " Bo mightily grow the word 
of God and prevailed." Before the cloee of the first 

► centnry after the ascension of our Lord, his prophecy 
respecting the deatmetion of Jerusalem was aecom- 
plished — ^that city which had not only been the metro- 
polis of the Jewish nation, but in which the temple of 
the Most High had stood, in whieh the typical aacrifices 
of the Mosaic Law were performed, and the Jewish 
festivals observed. Within the same period of time 
the Gospel of hfe and aalvation bad been made known, 
with power, in a very large number of those cities and 
countries whichwere inhabited bywhatwere then deemed 
the most civiliaed nations of the world. Its blessed 
truths were received by multitudes, both fay those to 
■whom the Hvely oracles were first delivered, and by 
others who had been previously trained in pagan super- 
stition and idolatry. 

Persecution ensued, that persecution whieh onr 
Saviour liad so repeatedly foretold, was, in most places, 
the portion of his true and faithful followers. Very 
many who embraced his truths, and became his dis- 
ciples, suffered cruel martyrdom : some of the A 
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themBelyes being esamples in tliis way to 
them, and to those wLo sLould come aftur them. 
the course of the first three centuries of the Christian 
era severnl persecutions were succeeded by prolonged 
intervals of ease, during- which worldliness and de- 
generacy on the part of many became more and more 
apparent. Ab time passed on, that corruption whicli 
Lad early crept into the Church became more and more 
apparent. Not only Jewish but heathen practicefl, 
utterly opposed to the purity and simplicity of the 
Gospel, were gradually introduced and allowed by the 
professed followers of the Lord Jesus. 

In the early part of the fourth century, the dyil 
power andertook the protection and support of the 
Christian religion ; and whilst there continued to be a 
succession in the church of heavenly -minded men who 
truly loTed their Saviour, a. decleaaion from the trae 
futh in Him gradually increased. The removal of the 
imperial residence, and other circumstances attending 
the dissolution of the empire in the West, concurred to 
give a steadily augmenting infiuenco to the Bishop of 

Besides the increase of authority which he acquired 
amidst the confusion of civil commotions in Western 
EoTope, the divisions of the Eastern Church often led 
the contending parties to refer their differences to the 
great Patriarch of the West. The respect which had 
been originally paid as a tribute to eminent piety or 
virtue, or as the deference voluntarily offered to a dig- 
nified position, was gradually claimed as a right sanc- 
tioned by the usage of centuries. 

The title of Papa, or Father, which in the third and 
fourth centuries was, by Cyprian, Augustane, and their 



contemporaries, mdiscriimnatelir applied to all bish 
became gradaally appropriated hj the Bishops of Rome I 
as tlteir exclusive titles as tlie fathers of ChrJBtendom. 
They called themselves bishops of the uuiverBal c!iurch, 
a title which early in the seventh century the first I 
Gregory had cautiously disclaimed, llie Popes soniplcd ' 
not to hold themselves out as the vicegerents of Christ . 
upon earth, and, in virtue of this assumed authority, to ] 
iesne laws and regulations iiTihallowed in their i 
racter, teaching for doctrines commandments of their 
own, at variance with the plain declarations of Holy 
Scripture. In some cases they went so far as to inter- 
fere with the civil government of some of the European 
nations. 

Thus was an anthority acquired and exercised by o 
man over the consciences of others which obstructed ] 
tho spread of the truths of the Kew Testament; and, in | 
tiie prophetic words of the Apostle, opposed and exalted I 
itself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped. 
Bnch a fathng away from the pure faitli and worship i 
taagbt in the Gospel, as was witnessed in Europe, ^ 
might have been stumbling to anr faith, had it not been i 
predicted in the New Testament. 

And with gratitude to the Most High it may be i 
acknowledged that even in those days of superstition ■ 
and gross ignorance there were still many faithful wit- 
BCBfles to the Truth, who shone as lights in the world in 
the midst of surrounding gloom. There were not only 
glimmerings, but bright dawnings of day, exhibited 
tiy the Waldensian Church, who, far from adopting 
tha errors of Rome, faithfully upheld their testimony t( 
the truth as they had received it, though through very ■ 
suny long years subjected to cruel persccation and i 



;34 OS THE SPREAD OF CHBISTIANITT, 

suffering. As time passed on Wiekliff, Huaa, and 
Jerome of Prague valiantly stood forth as cbampions 
for a purer faith than, was then generally received, and 
the eye3 of many were opened to see the grievous and 
the deadly errors which had so long prevailed. 

With the discovery of printing, and with better intel- 
lectual cultivation, a more general knowledge of the 
existence and value of the Bible was difliiBed. Its truths, 
which had been so long obscured and buried, were 
brought to light by Luther, Calvin, and other enlightened 
men, and more appreciated. A glorious reformation 
ensued, both in this island and in many parts of Europe. 
Multitudes were turned to the Lord, and given to feel 
and to confess the power of the Gospel ; and, no loi^«r 
placing implicit confidence in those teachings and those 
observancea by which they had been blinded, they were 
brought to a living faith in Christ. Enduring a fight 
of affliction, some of them were put to death for their 
testimony to his truth. These, and many others 
beside •> them, ended their day upon earth with a holy 
faith in their Hedeemer, and in an unshaken trust 
that through Him, and through Him alone, as their 
oSenng for siii, they should enter upon an eternal in- 
heritance of joy and peace and praise. 

Yet, to adopt the iangusge of our Yearly Meeting of 
1857, " It must not be forgotten by those who would 
form a right estimate of these labours, to how great an 
extent (from tfac admixture of woridly or political infln- 
ences and of human infirmity), the work of reformation 
in the sixteenth century had been left incomplete. The 
dependence of the people in religions things had become 
almost exclusively placed upon man, and the view of 
Christ in those varied relations in which he had been 
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pleased to reveal himself as Head over all thuigs to Iiia 
church had becoine proportionately obscure. The doe- 
trine of the Holj Spirit was more or less acknowledged 
n words, but his gracious operations were, in the varions 
ayatetns of religion, for the moat part exchisiTetj as- 
sociated with outward means ; whilst his immediate 
teaching, if not openly questioned or denied, was far 
too generally undervalued or disregarded. The pre- 
vailing opinions and usages in relation to the service 
and worship of God had led to the gradual assumption 
by one man in a congregation of duties which originally 
belonged to the various metobers. The presence of 
this man was thought essential to the performance of 
public worship, and even to the due solemnization of 
Ohristian marriage and Christian burial, and to him 
were confined, almost exclusively, the important func- 
tions of ministry in the Church. These functions had 
long almost universally ceased to bo exercised in accord- 
) with the injunction, ' Freely ye have received, 
freely give.' Though in general acknowledged to be 
grounded upon a special Divine call, the performance 
of them was still too much looked upon as an effort of 
the human understanding, assisted by human art and 
learning, rather than the exercise of a spiritual gift 
depending upon a measure of heavenly wisdom and 
qnalification. And whilst a false or greatly exaggerated 
estimate was attached to outward means, the waiting 
upon God, in connection with public worship, in humble 
Teliance upon the immediate operations of his Spirit, 
s almost wholly unknown." 




Ik attempting' to set forth the ChriBtinn principles 
and practieeg of the early Friends, it eeems not nn- 
Buitahle to introduce sonie notice of George Fox. And 
here I avail myself of a description of his chamoter 
and mission as presented to us by Samuel Tuke, in a 
preface to a selection of his epistles pubhshed a few 
years ago. 

George Fox was bom in the year 1624, and died in 
1600. " He had received very little scholastic in- 
struction, but he possessed a mind of no ordinary 
power, cultiyated, too, in a particular direction, in a 
very remarkable manner. The true knowledge of Qoi, 
not as an intellectual speculation, but as that which 
gives rest to the awakened conscience, was the great 
object of his longing search from youth to manhood ; 
and in this Bcarch his almost constant companion was 
the Bible. There he conversed with Patriarchs and 
Prophets, with the Lord Jesus and his Apostles, till 
he became most intimately imbued with the contents of 
the Holy Scriptures. 

" But, though every word of inspiration was precious 
to him, bis great desire was to know the mind of the 
Spirit, — the true harmony of the various parts of the 
divine records. He conversed extensively with esteemed 
reUgiouB teachers, of various classes, but he fonnd they 
were no physicians in his case. More and more was he 
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bronght with childtikD submissiTeneaa to look to Christ I 
BB hJB only helper ; and thns, after a course of deep | 
Bpiritual discipline, his eye was opened more fully to I 
see, in the Ught of the Holy Spirit, the character of his I 
Saviour, and to rejoice in Him exceedingly. I 

" Having partaken largely of the spiritual baptism | 
of his Lord, many divine truths were opened upon his I 
mind with great cleameBS, Unshackled from human I 
ties, and &om all the religious systems of men, the I 
great elements and characteristics of the Christian dia- I 
pensation, in its native simplicity and purity, rose I 
gradually before him. As he travelled on in his ex- I 
perience, he found that what was from time to time I 
unfolded in his mind was in the fullest harmony with I 
Holy Writ. Many things, in the so-called religious J 
world, now appeared to him in, a now hgjit, and, grieved 1 
in spirit with its multiplied corruptions, he felt himself I 
required by a divine impulse to proclaim to others the 1 
Truth which he had found, to the blessedness of liis 1 
own soul. His great mission was, not to found a sect, I 
bat to speak truth to all, and to call all out of every I 
untruth, to the knowledge for themselves of Him who I 
ia the Truth. The acknowledgment of Christ with the I 
lip as a Divine person, and the talking about faith in ] 
Him, and of his various offices, were prevalent enough I 
in many circles ; but the trne belief in Him with the J 
Leart unto righteousness — the acceptance of Him as I 
the Lord of the soul, and dependence upon Him for I 
the continual guidance of his Spirit — these wera I 
things which appeared to George Pox sadly deficient in I 
his day. I 

' ' As the work of the Holy Spirit on the soul of man J 
18 the great means by which it is stimulated and enabied J 
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to resist the world, the flesh and the deril ; so had all 
these powers combined to etultifj the authority, and 
to give the name of Christianity to the dogmas or 
appointments of men, or too mnoh to limit divine power 
to the agency of the inspired letter, which the wisdom 
of man was so able to bend to its own purposes, hnt 
which his unassisted reason was miable truly to unfold. 
He saw that the corruptions of the Christian Church 
had always been indicated by the increase of dependence 
upon man in the work of reh'gion — ' the priests of old 
time ruled by their means, and the people loved to hare 
it so.' These words appeared to him deBcriptive of a 
great human tendency, forming part of those lusts of 
the flesh against which the Holy Spirit ever warreth, 
and he spoke much of that Divine light given to man, 
by which the inward working of these lusts was mani- 
fested, and of that inward warfare with the sonl'E 
enemies, in which every one must be a soldier for him- 
self, mider Clirist his captain, denouncing all those arts 
which he saw to be so prevalent, by which nian was 
persuaded that ha could gain the crown withont enlisting 
under the banner of the cross. Man's alienation by 
nature from God, and his relnctance to come to Him in 
truth, notwithstanding the drawings of the love, and 
the free offers of his mercy in Christ, the propitiation 
for the sins of the world, were the basis of his appeals, 
He was eminently a preacher of the free grace of God 
to all who repent, and who, in subjection to his Spirit, 
truly come unto Christ. The experimental work of the 
Spirit in bringing the soul in living faith to Christ, as 
its Lord and Saviour, was indeed the great theme of 
liis ministry ; it was that which he felt himself called to 



urge opon all, that the foundation might be sound, nnd 
the snperstmctnre sohd."" 

George Fox travolkd much in the service of tha 
Gospel. When he first went forth, it is very striking 
to what a large extent he found the hearers of his 
doctrine prepared to emhrace it. He called them to 
Christ their all-sufficient Saviour, and to Him 
came in the simplicity of faith. They surrendered 
themselves to his government through the power of the 
Holy Spirit ; and they found Him strength in their 
weakness, riches in their poverty of spirit, and a present 
help in every time of need. And though, through thft 
infirmities of the fiesh and the subtle transformations of 
the devil, some fell away ; and though they tliemselveB 
gave proof that they had the treasure in earthen vessels, 
yet through a simple, confiding reliance on their 
heavenly Leader, striving to maintain a good conscience 
before God in that faith which givetb the victory, they 
departed in peace, and, we reverently belieye, entered 
npon an eternal inheritance. 

The purport of the ministry of this estaordinary raair 
may be learnt from the following notice of a sermon 
preached by him at Firbank ehapel, in Westmoreland, 
in the year 1653. It is extracted from the Journal of 
hifl life and travels. " In the afternoon the p 
gathered about me, with several of their preachei 
it was judged there were about a thousand peoph 
mnongst whom I delivered God's everlasting truth 
word of life freely and largely, for about the space 
three hours, directing all to the Spirit of God in then 
'69, that they might be turned from the darkness 
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the light, and believe in it, that they might become the 
children of it ; and might be turned from the power of 
Satan which they had hecn under, mito God ; and bj 
the Spirit of truth might be led into all truth, and sensi- 
hly understand the words of the prophets, and of Chriet, 
and'of the Apostles; and might all come to know Christ 
to be their teacher to instruct them, their counsellor to 
direct them, their shepherd to feed them, their bishop to 
oversee them, and their prophet to open diviiie mysteries 
to them ; and might know their bodies to he prepared, 
Banctified, and made fit temples for God and Christ to 
dwell in. In the openings of heavenly life, 1 explained 
unto them the prophets, and the figores and shadows, 
and directed them to Christ, the substance." 

In evidence that George Fox continued to advocate 
and to enforce the doctrines of the New Testament, the 
following extracts from his Epistles arc adduced : — 

In 1G79, writing concerning true liberty, he says: 
'' If the world do persecute you, and take away your 
goods and clothes, was not your Lord and Master so 
served? did not they cast lots for his garments? was 
not He haled from the priests to Herod, and before 
Pontius Pilate, and spit upon ? And if they hate thee, 
and spit upon thee, He was hated and spit upon for 
thee. Did He not go to prison for thee ? And was 
He not mocked and scourged for thee? Did not He 
how to the cross and grave for thee ? — ' He who had 
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth ?' And 
did He not hear thy sins in his own body upon the tree ? 
And was He not scourged for thee ' by whose stripeG 
we are healed V Did not He sufler the contradiction 
of sinners who died for sinners, and went into the grave 
for sinners ; and died for the ungodly, yea, tasted death 
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for every mnn, who thrgugh death cleatrDjed. lieath, and 
the devil the power of death, and is risen; for death 
ftnd the grave could not hold Him, and the powers and 
principalities, with all their guards and watches, could 
not hold Him, within the grave ; but He is risen, and 
ascended far ahoTe al! principalities, powers, thrones 
and dominions, and is set down at the right hand of 
God, and remnineth in the heavens till all things he 
restored ; and He is restoring with his light, grace, 
truth, power, Spirit, faith. Gospel, and word of life ; 
BO that yon read of some ' that came to sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus.' " 

In 1681, G. F. writes from London to suffering 
Friends in Leicester : " What ahall separate us from the 
love of God that we have in Christ Jesus? Shall tribu- 
lations, persecutions, powers, principahties, thrones or 
dominions ? Nay, there is not anything ahle to separate 
ns from the love of God in Christ Jesus, whom you have 
chosen ; a Priest that is from above, not from holow ; 
who has offered up Himself to God for you ; who is not 
like the Jews' priests, that had the tithes of the people 
for offering up their outward offerings, and such-like 
oervices. So you have a Priest from heaven who is 
made higher than the heavens, and is the Prophet that 
God has raised up like Moses, whom ye are 1 
his light, grace, and truth. And Ha is your 
from heaven who has laid down his life for his sheep, 
who is above all the earthly shepherds below ; and this 
Shepherd will feed you with that which is heavenly. 
And He is your Bishop from haaven to oversee you, that 
you may be kept from sitting down in any earthly place 
with your minds, spirits and sonls, but only to sit down 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, who is the 
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heavenly and spiritual Bishop who Uvea fo 
the first and last, the begmning: and ending, who is the 
firstborn of every creature, and the first -begotten from 
the dead, who does quicken and make alive, and begets 
from the death, and makes them whom He has made 
alive to sit together in the heavenly pJaces in Himself." 

I incline to subjoin the following reflections on the 
Christian prineiples and character of the early Friends, 
written by my late dear friend, Samnel Tuke, after 
reading a large number of their works, and being strnck 
with the uniformity of their character in several leading 
points. They were sent by him to me about eleven 
years ago, to be used oa an occasion which did not at 
the time present itself. 

" The groundwork of the original union of the early 
Friends appears to have been in each iudiridual a deep 
personal sense of sin, and desire after holiness. 

"A conviction that nothing less than union with 
Christ, by the power of his Spirit, could aatisiy the 
longings of their souls, and give tbem a well-grounded 
hope of salvation. 

" They looked entirely to the mercy of God in Christ 
for being brought into this state ; and they passed 
through much conflict of mind as they were being 
brought to a full subjection of their will to Christ's 
will. 

' ' They speak of this as a time of judgment, of godly 
sorrow working repentance not to be repented of. 

" Tbey were brought to a faith which never seems to 
hare left them, that th«y were in the now covenant of 
Christ— their sins being pardoned solely for and by 
the sacrifice of Christ on the cross at Jerusalem j and 



tlie wort of regenemtion wholly brought about I'y tlia I 
Holy Spirit. 

"There was, therefore, nothing for flesh to glory ii 
and throughout all their siibsoiiuent Iftbours day by I 
day, they aocribe the praise and glory of ■whaterer J 
they were enabled to do to tiud alone. 

" They were very aeBsible of tlieir liability to fall, anj \ 
that the work of Banetification was a progress" 
but they believed they were called to a state of entire I 
and uninterrupted fealty to their Lord and Captain ; 
and that whilst that was maintained they ' 
chargeable with sin — being, in their several i 
animatedby a living prineiple within, and thereby uoited. I 
in fellowship with Christ, and free in the liberty where- ■ 
with He TOakeB hia people frcH. 

" Nothing has struek me more, in reading their lives, 
than the evidence afforded of their attainment of this 
state. They seemed always to have their hvcs in their 
hands, ready to be given up rather than break their 
lav of fealty in the least particular ; whilst at the same 
tame they did not despise life, or its outward comforts ; 
and were eminently social and domestic. I know no 
ixamples in Cliristian history of quiet heroism more 
striking than their conduct dieplays ; anil without pre- 
sumption or any exaltation of self, bnt to the praise 
I alone of their great Captain, they could say, in the 
close of their many conflicts, ' I have fought a good 
fight, I have kept the faith,' &c. 

" What are called their peculiarities, as their opinions 
about war, oaths, ceremonial observances in worship, 
n tithes (though by several a testimony against 
these preceded their union as Friends), were not 
y points with tliem, hut sprang from their great 
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testimonies to, and experience of, Christ's teaching by 
his Spirit in the heart, his light in the conscience, by 
which they were enHghtened, purified, and brought to 
see, what heretofore they could not see, though many 
of them had been eminent religious professors.** 



CHAPTER VII. 



I WORSHIP AMD MIHISTRY. 



Afi the g^cat object in the misBton of the early Friendii I 
vras to call the people, not onto man, but unto Christ, 
Uiose who accepted the doctrine offered to thoni, met 
in faith to worship God, and in simple dependence apon 
Him. In thia reverent, simple trust, they found of a truth 
that they did not wait in vain ; by the renewings of the 
Holy Ghost, shed abroad in their hearts, they felt the 
Lord Jeans to be in the midst of them. ITiey had no 
minister previously appointed to officiate among them; 
they adopted no liturgical forms of prayer, considering 
that all vocal offerings of this description, in the name 
of the assembly, should be under the immediate putting 
forth of the great Head of the Church. Tliuy objected 
to the introduction of singing, and to the use of music, 
as fomiiug no part of the worship of Ood in spirit and 
in truth, under the new covenant. Under the con- 
straining influence of heavenly love, and the deep sense 
of what had been wrought for their sonls, many felt 
themselves called to testify of the goodness of the 
Lord ; and to invite others to come, taste, and ece that 



From these simple views of divine truth aroBC that 
mode of public worship, and that estimate of the only 
right authority to exerciso the ministry of the Gospel, 
which have, with remarkable uniformity, characterized 
this rehgiouB body for upwards of two hundred years. 
It is indeed, in my apprehension, a striking circum- 
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stance, in the history of the Christian Church, ) 
early Friends were hrought together, and how their 
successors have been preserved as one iiaited body, 
■without any formal confession of faith, and without any 
outward provision of ministers ; retaining, at the samo 
time, a firm trust in the Lord, and continually appeaKng 
to Holy Scripture as the records provided in his wisdom 
to make known his will to the children of men. The 
views of Friends, of the true character of the ministiy 
of the Gospel, are seen in the following extract from 
the Epistle of 1842 ; — 

" By the inshinjng of the light of the Spirit of Truth, 
our predecesBors saw that the ministry of the Gospel 
of peace and salvation through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ is a gift from God himself: that the 
putting forth of the good Shepherd is to he waited for 
from one time to another in the exercise of this sacred 
office, and that it ought only to take place under the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, and in the ability which 
God giveth. Wc thanfrfiilly believe that, from the 
early rise of our Society, the Lord has been pleased to 
bestow this gift upon servants and upon handmaidens 
without respect of persons, and that it has been exer- 
cised in his fear, and to the honour of his name; and 
we would humbly acknowledge that He does not at 
this day withliold from us this lii-ing ministry. We 
pray that he may he pleased to grant us its continuance 
and increase, and to keep us from ever desiring any 
other. That which is nttered under the qualification 
already set forth, will be delivered in the bunuliation 
of the creature ; it may sometimes be only in a few 
sentences ; but as a holy care prevails to move only 
under the leadings of the Spirit of Truth, anoxcited by 
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the activitj and affection of the natural man, it will 
contribute to the edification of the botij in love." 

Amid oil the weakness, the short-coiuiDg, and the 
departnre from the right way of the Lord, of which, ia 
iheir lives, as profesning CliristiaoB, raemhers of onr 
Society, like other men, have given evidence ; the Lord 
has been grai'iously pleased to care for this ]icople. May 
I reverently b!esa hia holy name, in that so it has been, 
and so it is ; and so I helieve it will be as we continue I 
in this matter, as a distinct Ciinrch, " to walk by the 
same rule and to mi m l the same thing." It would, i 
my apprehension, he a distrust of the goodness of the i 
IiOrd unto us, to interfere, by any human arrangement, 
with that mwle of public worship which He has b< 
remarkably owned by his presence. 

In reviewing the counsel of our Yearly Meeting ii 
its annual letters to the churches, it is interesting to 
observe the great care that was maintained to encourage 
and to uphold the due attendance of the assembliee 
held for the public worship of God. The same care I 
continues to be exercised up to the present time. The I 
following extracts from Epistles set forth some of those J 
views of the true nature of the worship of God by which I 
the Society of Friends has been ever distinguished ; — J 

" Be earnest in spirit before the Lord, beloved 1 
friends : Wait patiently upon Him, ask for the as- I 
aistance of his grace, that He may inchnu his ear unto 1 
yoo, and hear yonr cry : come before Him under a sense J 
of your past transgressions, and of the natural depravity I 
of yonr own hearts ; for if this conviction prevail not, I 
your state is truSy alarming : apply in faith unto Him , J 
throngh Jesus Christ the righteous, our advocate with- 1 
the Father. If an evidence of the love of God to youij 
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BOuk be not immediately granted, persevere and tsSxi 
not. Then will you become careful to omit no oppor- 
tnnity of presenting yourselTOH before the Ijord, irom 
time to time, with your assembled brethren and sisters. 
Muny are the instances furnished in the history of our 
Society, of the ChriBtian attainments of those who have 
duly attended owr religions meetings, seeking, in deep 
prostration of Bonl, to draw nigh unto God, and to 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. They have been 
favoured nnitedly to partake of that meat which endureth 
nnto everlasting life ; and have returned from their 
eilent assemblies with a humbhng sense of the spiritual 
favours which they had received immediately from Him 
who is the way, the truth, and the life. ' Instrumental 
ministry in the hfe and power of the Gospel ia a great 
favour to the Church ; but the distinguishing excellence 
of the Christian dispensation is the immediate com- 
munication with our Heavenly Father, through the 
inward revelation of the Spirit of Christ. Let na, 
therefore, submit to the baptizing operations of the 
Holy Spirit, which purify the soul and produce the 
capacity for communion with God.' Earnestly beseech 
the Lord tn grant you, in his merey, the communion 
of the Holy Ghost; at the some time pray that you 
may be preserved in reverent humility, steadfastly 
looking onto the Lord Jesus. Live in the pure and 
holy fear of God, striving to keep all his command- 
ments. Tlien will, at times, be granted an inward per- 
suasion, that Christ is indeed jour Shepherd, and that 
you are of those who hear his voice ; faith and hope in 
the Gospel, which give stability to the soul, will be 
experienced ; and, being weaned from al! inferior de- 
pendence, yon may at times reverentSy apply the 
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language, ' Lo, this is our God : we have waited for 
Him, and He will sbtc us : this is the Lord ; we hare 
waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in his sol' 
tion.' "—1832. 

" Dear friends, of all ages and conditions, we have 
been again brought to feel the value of uniting in the 
worship of God ' in spirit and in truth.' It was under 
a sense of their need of that nourishment to the soul, 
which they found not in the forma and observances to 
which they had been habituated, that our early Friends 
were first led to separate from, others, and to present 
themselves in small companies before the Lord. 
,ilie eye and the cry of the soul were unto Him, He did 
flefi^sh and strengthen them together, and give them 
to feel the BufEcieitcy of his power to qualify them to 
IKrform united and acceptable worship in spirit, unto 
Him, the !i\-ing and true God. Truth and uprightness, 
mB inculcated both in the law and the gospel, were 
iSeepIy rooted in their hearts ; and hence, as honest 
[towards God, they could not, with a good conscience, 
fhemselves uphold or countenance in others the forms 
of prayer and thanksgiving to which they had been 
accustomed. Whilst deeply sensible of the duty and 
tJie privilege of true prayer, they found that stated 
forms were not adapted to their condition ; they felt 
tliat the use of them was not in the life and power of 
the gospel, and therefore that it did not accord with 
that worship which is to be performed iu IruCh. 

" Our sense of the spiritual character of the reign ot 
■ Christ-, and of the inadequacy of these forms to satisfy 
: the soul, remains the same ; and we continue to feel 
borselves conscientiously restrained from uniting in any 
of those modes of worship which others think it right 
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to adopt. Whilst we desire to cherish and to inculcate 
true Christian charity towards tltose from whom we 
differ, we would affeotionately encourage all our mem- 
bers to confine themselves, in the pnhlic performance of 
this solemn duty, to a diligent attendance of onr own 
meetings for worship. Under the renewed conviction 
of the soundness and importance of this testimony to 
spiritual worship, we are quicJtened in desire that 
Friends may he kept a]ive to a right exercise of mind 
in our pubUc assembhea. In the experience of paat 
Bind present times it has been felt, and we believe by 
the waiting soul it will continue to be felt, in our 
meetings for divine worship, whether in the times of 
eilence, or under the exercise of ministry, or the vocal 
offering of prayer, thanksgiving, and priuse, that the 
words of the apostle are applicable : we are of those 
who ' worship God in the Spirit, itnd rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.' He grftnts 
to his faithful followers at times to feel the force of 
his own blessed words : ' He that cometh to me shall 
never hunger ; and he that beheveth on me shall never 
thirst.'— 1840. 

"The Gospel is that mighty powerwhich is appointed 
to destroy the works of the devil, by setting up the 
kingdom of Christ in the heart of man ; Christ died 
for our sins, and rose again for our justification — 
blessed and heart-cheering truths ! Bat the application 
of that blood which spriniles the heart from an evil 
conscience is a spiritual work, to be known only by 
those whom the Lord hath quickened by hia grace to 
see their need of a Saviour, and to accept Him as their 
deliverer from the chains of guilt and the power of sin. 
The religion of Jesus, in its full development, abrogates 
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" all the Bymbola and rituals of the Jewish church, and 
destroys those works of the carnal mind, by which, in 
the time of the apoetacy, the priesthood of 
substituted for that of Christ, and outward forms toi 
the place of the unchanging; power and hohness of 
Gospel. It is but too ohTious that there is a great 
teadency, in the present day, to have recourse to 
sensible objects and outward observances in the eernce 
and worship of Ood; by which the mind is in imminent 
danger of resting in forms, rather than coming to thaj 
substance of the Gospel. Warm are our desires UiA^ 

' OUT ancient testimony to the spiritual nature of ttun 
Christian religion, and against all ceremonial usageSf I 
may be preserved inyiolato ; and we strongly recom*B 
mend our dear friends to be very watchful, that nothing^ 
be allowed to estrange them from a full appreciation t^B 
its value and importance. May we all be concemeikfl 
both in word and deed, to esemphfy before our fellow--« 
professors of the Christian name, the great truth, thati 
' the kingdom of God is not meat and drink ; bntl 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy GhoBt.^« 
We have need to be hmnbled under a sense of oapl 
uu&uitfulness, in not showing forth unto others morsfl 
fully the excellency and the power of these principles tS 
bat may we never seek to lower the standard of divinflB 
truth to suit our languor and cold-heartcdnoss. If w» J 
hare not the Spirit of Christ we are none of his ; andV 
if Christ be in ns, the body is dead because of sin, botfl 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. May win 
become dead to sin, aud ahre unto rightcoasness ; theoffl 
we believe would his gifts be more abundantly showerc^fl 
down upon ns, for our own consolation aud the cdi£->fl 
cation of the church. — 18-13. I 
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" We have been made afresh sensible at tb's time of 
the soundnesa and excellence of those views which onr 
predecessors were led to take, on the important subject 
of public worship. May these views, and the practices 
which have resaltcd from them, ever be held and 
carried out amongst us, not in the deadneas of the form, 
but in the life and power of godliness. Oh ! that in 
all our meetings for Divine worship the hearts of those 
assembled may be truly exercised in reverent waiting 
upon the Lord ; that, hy the help of his Holy Spirit, 
those true sacrificea of brokenneaa and contritioo, of 
prayer and reverent thanksgiving, may be prepared and 
offered, through onr oae Mediator, which are essentia] 
features of pure, evangelical worship; that stands 
neither in forms nor in the formal disuse of forms, and 
may bo withont words as well as with them, but must 
be "in spirit and in truth." May we ever bear in 
mind, that it is not the mere outward gathering 
together, but the inward gathering of our hearts nnto 
the Lord, that makes a true meeting for worship. And 
how consoling is the remembrance that thia worship is 
not dependent upon numbers : where two or three are 
gathered in the name of Christ, there is a Church, and 
Christ the hving head in the midst of them. — 1855. 

" Intimately connected with our growth in the tmtfa 
as it is in Jeans, is onr estimate of the great duty of 
public worship. We have afresh rejoiced in the high 
privileges which abound in the Gospel, in relation to 
this subject. He who died for his people, to save them 
from their sins, ever hveth to make intercession for 
them. Through his mediation, without the neeeseity 
for any inferior instrumentality, is the Father to be 
approached and reverently worshipped. The Lord Jesua 
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has for ever fulfilled and ended the typical and sacrificiiJ 
worship imdor the law, by the offering up of Himself 
upon the crosa for ub, once for all. He has opened the 
door of access into the inner eanctuary, and graciously 
appointed apiritual offerings for the service of his 
temple, suited to the several conditions of all who 
worship in spirit and in truth. The broken and the 
contrite heart, the confession of the soul prostrate before 
God, the prayer of the alBicted when he is over- 
whelmed, the earnest wreatUng of the spirit, the out- J 
ponring of humble thanksgiving, the spiritual song and J 
melody of the heart, the simple exercise of faith, ths ^ 
self-denying service of love- — these are among the 
sacrifices which He, our merdful and faithful High 
Priest, is himself pleased to prepare by his Spirit in 
the hearts of them tliat receive Him, and to present 
with acceptance unto God. In his presence there is 
life and power. ' He satisfieth the longing soul, and 
filleth the hungry soul with goodness.' He beautifies 
the meek with salvation. How precious, how deeply 
practical, are these truths. May they be yet more and 
more hvingly understood and experienced amongst ns. 
May none yield to the idea that there can be worship 
in any prescribed system of observances apart from the 
ministrations of the Lord's Spirit, or conclude that 
there can he no true worship even where the immediate 
operations of his Spirit are enjoyed, without the 
accompaniment of outward teaching or services. 

" Highly do we prize those spiritual gifts which the 
Lord Jesus is graciously pleased still to distribute for 
the winning of souls unto Himself and for the edifying 
of the body. Hay they increase and abound amongst us 
to hia praise ! But, whilst we rejoice in that Christian 
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liberty which exists amongst ns for the free exerciee of 
these gifts, earnest ia our desire that none of onr mem- 
hers may ever let go their aasured belief in the reali^ 
and efficacy of the imraediat-e teachings of the Holy 
Spirit. When assembled in our religions meetings, 
may none rest in a racant stillness or indolent mnsing, 
or in thoughts wandering upon earthly things. May all 
seriously remember that the object of thus assembling 
is the worship of the infinite, all-seeing, and eyer- 
present God. And let it not be forgotten that tha 
purpose of the immediate ministry of hie Spirit is to 
bring us into deep searching of heart ; to enlighten us 
to see our true state ; to control and sanctify our 
thoughts and affections; and, beyond all, to take of 
the things of Christ, and apply them with power to the 
healing, strengthening and refreshment of the humble 
and believing; soul. "Were this blessed experience more 
diligently songht after and realised by our members wb 
cannot doubt but that our religious meetings, both on 
First and on other days of the week, would become, far 
more than is now often the case, occasions of real profit 
and refreshment ; the number of spiritual worshippers 
would be increased, and onr simple and truly Christian 
principles relating to tbese vitally important subjects 
would be yet more effectually commended ti 
and consciences of others. "^1857. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Is the simplicity of feith with which oui 
decesBora accepted those spiritual yiews of tlie Gospel 
to which they were brought, thej felt themaelves called, 
in allegiance to their eupreine Christian Lawgiver, to 
refiiae those claims which were made npon them for 
the maintenance of a priesthood, and its var 
tenances, from wiiich they conscientiously dissented, 
Becking to live aa the subjects of Him, who is, empha- 
tically. King of kings, and Lord of lords. Whilst j 
Bcrupnlously obedient to the law of the land, in all I 
mutters appertaining to their conduct as subjects of the I 
State, they patiently submitted to the many sufferings I 
and imprisonments to which they were exposed. From 
that day to the present time, the body of Friends, as a 
church, have steadily adhered to this profession. 

In describing their principles and practices in refe- 
rence to these matters, I again avail myself of extracts 
from statements which the Yearly Meeting has recently 
put forth. In 1832 wo find the following :— 

" Om: blessed Lord put an end to that priesthood, 
and to all those ceremonial usages connected therewith, 
■which were before divinely ordained under the law of 
Moaes. The present system of Tithes was not in any 
way instituted by Him, our Holy Head and High Priest, 
Qie great Christian Lawgiver. It had no existence in 
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the purest and earliest Kges of Iiis churcb., but wu 
gradually introduced, as superstition and apostacy 
spread over profceaing Christendom, and was subie- 
quently enforced by legal authority. And it further 
appears to us, that in thus enforcing, as due ' to 6od 
and Holy Church,' a tithe upon the produce of the 
earth, and upon the increase of the herds of the field, 
an attempt w&s made to uphold and perpetuate a diviue 
institution, appointed only for a time, but which was 
abrogated by the coming in the fiesh of the Lord Jeans 
Christ. The vesting of power by the laws of the land 
in the King, assisted by his council, whereby articles 
of belief have been framed for the adoption of his 
subjects, and under which the support of the teachers 
of these articles is enforced, is, in our judgment, a 
procedure at yariance with the whole scope and design 
of the Gcospel ; and as it violates tlie rights of private 
judgment, bo it interferes with that responaibility by 
which man is bound to hiB Creator. 

" In accordance with what has been already stated, 
we of course conscientiouBly object also to all demands 
made upon us in lieu of tithes. We likewise object to 
what are termed Easter-dues, demands originally made 
by the priests of the Church of Rome, but continued in 
the Protestant Church of England, for aervicea which 
we cannot receive. We also oLiject to Mortuaries, 
sums applied for, and stiil enforced in some places, as 
due to the incumbent of a parish on the death of Uie 
head of a family. Keither do we find, in the example 
or precepts of our blessed Lord and his Apostles, any 
authority for these claims, or others of a kindred 
nature, which all had their origin in times of darkneas 
and corruption of the Christian church. And we further 
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iBBider, ttat to be compelled to unite in the snpport 
of buildings, where a mode of religious worship is ob- 
perred in which we cannot conscientionslj unite, and in 
paying for appurtenance b attached to that mode of 
irorship from which we alike dissent, is subveraiTe of 
9iat fireedom which the Gospel of Christ has conferred 
tpon all." 

Again in 1840, thia subject is thna adverted to — 
' " Christ is come in the fleah : He hath made recon- 
aliation for iniquity, and hath appeared, to put away 
dn by the sacriflce of Himself : He is the propitiation 
far the fiina of the whole world ; He is our uuchange- 
Jjle and only High Priest, who erer liveth to make 
ntercession for us, and through Him by one Spirit we 
lave access unto the Father. The Levitical priesthood 
las ceased, being superseded by Christ, who has 
BCended into heaven, and now sitteth at the right 
land of the Father. No outward provision similar in 
lature or character was estabhshed by Him. He con- 
'erred no power on man to provide a line of successors 
10 his apostles. An outward priesthood has notwith- 
itanding been set up, and a power has been assumed 
lod exercised over the hearts and consciences of men, 
Thich He never bestowed. These evils and others in 
ihe church had their origin in the corrupt will and 
risdom of man, they have long ohstmcted, and are still 
ibstructing the reign of the Messiah, by interfering 
lith that prerogative to reign in the church, and in the 
tearts of the children of men, which belongeth to Him 
lone. 

, " It is the prerogative of Christ to call and qualify 
Ij- the Holy Spirit his servants to minister in word 
bd doctrine, and to preach repentance towards Qod 
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and faith toiritrda our Lord Jesas CLrist. 
earliest period of the Christian church, his Spirit was, 
agreeably to ancient prophecy, poured upon eeirantB 
and upon handiuaidena ; and we believe he continues to 
call, from the young and from the old, from the nn- 
leamed and from the poor, from the wise and from the 
rich, from women aa well as from men, those whom Ss 
commissions to declare unto others the way of ealvBition. 
And seeing that this gift of the Holy Spirit cometh 
from God only, the ministry onght not, in our appre- 
hension, to be performed at stated times of haman 
appointment, neither onght there to be any previona 
preparation by the minister, of matter to be commu- 
nicated by him to an audience, when met for the 
pnrpoBe of performing the solemn duty of worship 
unto God. But it should be exercised iu that abihij 
which He giveth on the occasion, and which He 
graciously renews from time to time, aa it seemeth 
Him good. 

" The serTants of Christ, who labour in the ministry, 
are to be highly esteemed for tJieir work's sake, and 
when they leave their outward avocations, at his call, 
to preach the Gospel, their outward wants should he 
cheerfully supplied, if needful ; yet we consider the 
gift of the ministry to be of so pure and sacred a nature, 
that no payment shonld be made for its exercise, and 
that it ought never to be undertaken for pecmuaij 
remuneration. As the gift is free, the exercise of it 
ought to he free also, in accordance with the precept of 
our Lord, ' Freely ye have received, freely give.' We 
think that all payments to the ministera of the Gospel, 
for their services, are calculated, in their efTects, to 
obstruct the faithful ministration of the word — to hinder 
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tKe lioaest declaration of the whole counsel of Ood, in J 
the authority of Him who is given to be Head over all 1 
things to his church. 

" In accordance with the Tiews already stated, we ' 
consider that no provision of man's arrangement ought 
to be resorted to for qnalifjing those who fee! thei: 
aalvea called to minister unto others. We believe it to 
be the duty of the ministers of the Gospel, to be dili- 
gent in the fear of God, in reatJing the Holy Scriptures ; 
neither do we underralue human learning. But to 
ffnbject any such to a course of teaching, as a necessaiy 
preparation for the ministry, is, in our apprehension, 
to interfere with that work of the Holy Spirit, which 
our Lord canies forward in the hearts of those whom 
He calls to preach his Gospel imto others, or to minister 
to the conditions of the people. 

" Onr Lord leadeth not only his ministers in the path 
of dnty, but He giveth to all his believing children, as I 
they are individually concerned to look unto Him, 
rightly to occupy with those talents which He entrusts 
to them for the good of others. And we believe that 
He will, as the eye is single unto Him for spiritual I 
light and guidance, open their understandings more ( 
clearly and experimentally to see, that as all the types 
and shadows and ordinances of the Law were fulfilled in 
Him, that as he established no ontward priesthood, so 
He estabUshed no new ordinances to be administered or 
to he observed in his church. His baptism is that of 
the Holy Ghost and of fire. He himself is the bread of 
life. It is He who giveth the meat which endureth. 
unto everlasting life. He maketh all Ms faithful 
followers members of that royal prieshood and holy 
nation of which the Apostle Peter writes ; and as ttey 
tn concerned to order their households in the fear of ■ 
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God, He enables them to instmct their families in the 
truths of hia blessed Gospel, and to train them np in 
the way of holiness. 

In the years 18i3 and 18i5 the Yearly Meeting 
writes as follows : — 

' ' ' Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.' 
The freedom of gospel ministry, and the liberty of all 
the Kving members of the Christian church to exercise 
the gifts bestowed npon them by its Holy Head, have 
been among the most prominent testimonies of our 
religious Society. In the fear of God, our early Friends 
protested against the exercise of authority oTer con- 
science in matters between man and bis Creator ; and 
against the asstmiption, by any one individual, to act 
as the sole agent for the people in tbeir assemblies for 
dirine worship. We believe that this arrangement, by 
which the conducting of services in a Christian con- 
gregation rests with the minister, and the hearers are 
precluded from the exercise of spiritual gifts in the 
public worship of God, is a departure from primitive 
Christianity. In regard to these things, beloved friends, 
accept the word of earnest exhortation ; — Stand faet in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made uh free," — 
1843. 

" It is the superior privilege of the Christian cove- 
nant, as contrasted with that of the law, tliat all true 
believers are permitted, without the intervention of 
their fellow-men, to have access to God through Jesas 
Christ : humbled before Him in contrition and re- 
pentance, they may come with boldness to the throne 
of grace, to receive the forgiveness of their sins for hia 
sate ; and from time to time to be furnished with those 
aids which they stand in need of from Him who has 
promised to be with his disciples to the end of the 
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world. It is hia prerogative to teach his people Him—' 

Belf, and also to endue the membera of his church with I 

gifts for the carrying out of hia purposes among men, < 

and for the edification of the body in love ; we grate- I 

fully accept tJieae proriaions of his wisdom and mercy I 

in all the afiairs of the church. The blessings and J 

pririlegea of the Christian dispensati 

apprehension, greatly interfered with bj 

human inyention introduced into the \ 

whereby the dependence of the people i 

npon man, and under which n 

the church, inconsistent with the free e 

gifts which it may please tbo Lord to confer. Thu'l 

assumption was one of the earliest, and continues to be^ 

one of the most grievous, corruptions of the professing 

church. It adapts itself to the corrupt nature o 

who, whilst desiring to have hold of Heaven, atdll m 

cleaveB to the earth ; and seeks to find some easjer w 

to the kingdom than by submitting to that regena-l 

ration of heart, without wbich we are told by Gu)M 

highest authority that we cannot enter the kingdoi 

God. 

" We feel truly grateful for that large measure off 
religioua liberty which, after a protracted period < 
cruel sufferings, has long been afforded t-o our Society. J 
We love OUT country, and we are, in the largest sense \ 
of the term, a Protestant church. Bnt we beHeve that 
in continuing to usurp authority over conscience in the 
exercise of the civil power, by maintaining estabhshed 
forms of worship, and by obliging men to contribute t< 
those which they conscientiously disapprove, one of tho 1 
worst features of the apostacy is retained. We think J 
that, with a right sense of the inestimable value o{| 
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religious truth, no truly couEcientiouB man could join 
in supporting rites and practices whicli ho belicyes to 
be contrary to the law of Christ, and to the spirit of 
his religion, and still less could he impose the main- 
tenance of his own religious opinions and practices npon 
those who differ from him. True religion undoubtedlj 
leads us to do to others as we would that they should 
do to us. The estahlishment of one system of faith 
and observance as the religion of the State, and the 
provision by the civil power for all the various eecte 
which may divide the people, appear to us alite un- 
warranted ; the former as an assumption of (ixclusive 
rule, the latter as treating the great questions of reli- 
gion as matters of indifference, and both as infringing 
the precept of our Holy Redeemer, ' Freely ye have 
received, freely give.' — We desire, therefore, that this 
our ancient testimony may be steadily maintained in 
the meekness of wisdom, remembering that the wrath 
of man worketh not the righteousness of God." — 1845. 

I would close this subject with some extracts from 
an Address on the inconsistency of Tithe and lithe- 
rent-charge, put forth by the Yearly Meeting of 
1851 :— 

" One of the most striking of the corruptions which 
crept into the church in its decline, was the re-con- 
struction of an outward priesthood, appointed, amongst 
other fimctions, to offer, on a material altar, a pretended 
sacrifice of Christ afresh, m the gross superstition of 
the mass, whereby was set at nought, or obscnred 
through human inventions, the glorious and ever- 
blessed truth that He had, by one offering, perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified. And having raised 
an unauthorized imitation of a priesthood which God 
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had abolished, and giren to it ftmctions which He 
never Banctioned, the next step, at least in the Cliurch 
of Borne and the churches derived therefrom, was to 
proride for the payment of theae services by the revival 
of the Levitical tithes, which, having ceased with the 
Old Covenant to which they belonged, have no place 
whatever in the New. At first, indeed, the payment 
of tithes was voluntary, and the objects to which they 
vere applicable included the daties of hospitality, tha 
provision for the poor, and the maintenance of the 
buildings for worship, as woU as the support of the 
minister; but as the mystery of iniquity continued to 
work, they were at length claimed and enforced as 
' due unto God and holy Church,' and with very littla 
exception appropriated exclusively to the priest. 

" To acknowledge this priestliood, and to render to 
it the tithe of the beasts of the field and of the produce 
of the earth, was in their view to be unfaithful in their 
allegiance to Uim who, having come a ' High Priest 
for ever, after the order of Melchisedeo,' had put an 
end to the priesthood of Aaron, and abolished also the^ 
tathes and offerings that pertained thereto. Their 
refusal to pay tithes was thus intimately connected 
with their heartfelt homage to their Lord and Saviour, 
and with their deliverance from that yoke of bondage 
which had so long oppressed the professing but apostate 
Chorch. It was connected also with the clear and 
ecriptural views which the Lord, by the light of hia 
Spirit, gave them of the true nature of Christian 
worship and Gospel ministry ; for He who taught them 
not to call any man master in spiritual matters, gave 
them also, in the blessed experience that He was him- 
self their Master, and that tLey were all brethren, U 
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know that He still distributed spiritnal gifts tunon^ 
them, for their nmtual edification and comfort. To 
pay tithes therefore was, for them, like circumcision 
for the Judaiziiig Gaktian converts, a virtual return to 
the bondage of the law, and renunciation of the spiritnal 
privileges of the Gospel. Clear and scriptural as are 
these grounds for their refusal of the demand, the 
course which thej pursued was that which they felt to 
he required of them by the Spirit of the Lord, as well 
as hy his written revelation. The will of their God 
was the root of this, as of all their distinguishing testi- 
monies ; and feeling it to he laid upon them hy their 
Lord, in proof of their allegiance to Him, to withhold 
the payment of these claims, can we wonder at the 
faithfulness and uncompromising firmness with which, 
sustained hy his power, through fines and iniprison- 
ments, even unto death, they meekly yet valiantly 
testified against that which they with such emphatic 
propriety designated ' the antichristian yoke of tithes !' 
" In their resistance to ecclesiastical as well as 
military demands, Friends have act«d upon the broad 
and palpable distinction which exists between payments 
made specifically for objects inconsistent with the law 
of Christ, or directly to an authority which they cannot 
conscientiously recognize, and payments into the 
National Treasury for the general purposes of the 
State, though some of these purposes may he ohjection- 
ahle. Thus, in obedience to the clear command of our 
Saviour and the precept of his Apostle, they have been 
careful to ' render unto Ca?sar the things which are 
Ceesar's,' ' tribute to whom tribute is due,' ' custom to 
whom custom:' whilst, on the other hand, they hare 
regarded the payment of a tax specifically applied to 
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military purposes, or the pajment of tithes to a. 
humanly- appointed priesthood, and for services incon- 
sistent with the freedom and spiritiiahty of the Ndw 
Covenant, as a violation of the duty enjoined upon 
them hy the same high authority, of rendering' ' unto 
God the things which are God's.' In the case of 
ecclesiastical tithes, not only is the money specifically 
appropriated to the objectionable purpose, but the pay- 
ment is made directly to one whose only title to it 
depends upon his filling an office which we cannot 
recognize as having any true place in the Church of 
Christ. As priest he claims his tithes, and whoever 
pays them to him virtually admits his claim in that 
character. Were he to cease to be a priest, even his 
legal title to them would be at an end. 

" Ja the mind which, under the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, is brought to appreciate the paramount 
importance of a religious testimony, all consiJerationG 
of espediency, and even human law, when opposed to 
the divine, at once give place. Not that we are on 
tbis account prectnded from taking landed property, by 
devise or by descent, or from purchasing or hiring it, 
even when it is sold or let for less than would otherwise | 
have been its value, on account of its being subject ti 
this antichristtan impost. Else, wo might almost si 
in the language of the Apostle, we ' must needs j 
out of the world, — prevented, as we should be, 
reason only of our desire to maintain a good consciences 
in religious matters, from occupying that place 
society, as owners or cultivators of the soil, to whicH ^ 
onr great Creator in his providence may have colled ub, 
or irom bearing that testimony to the law of Oiriat J 
which, in the fulfilment of his purposes, He requires I 
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fromliis faithful obedient followers. AuJ thonglith* 
inemljers of our Society have refusud actirely to compl; 
with the direct pecuniary payment of tithes and other 
ecclesiastical demands, they have neyerthelesa deemed 
it right passively to submit (« the operation of the law, 
which takes from them the full ralue of the claim, 
often augmented by coats and expensive proceedings; 
and hy this submission, the difficulty which might 
otherwise have existed, by reason of any supposed 
conflict between the law of God and the alleged nghtfl 
of property in the subject-matter of these unrighteouB 
imposts, is removed, "We appeal to two centnrieB of 
consistent faithfulness in the main body of the Society, 
especially in those who have been most distinguished 
for sterling integrity towards tlieir feilow-men, and 
spiritual -mindednes 3 and piety towards God, as a 
practical evidence that that which has been uniformly 
professed to be a Cliriatian testimony was no fanatical 
or hasty conceit, and was dictated by no desire to avoid 
any Just pecuniary burden. 

We should hardly be doing full justice to the snbjeot 
of our refusal to pay all ecclesiastical demands, were 
we not to allude to our uniform practice in relation to 
the ministry amongst us as a Church, from our first 
rise to the present day. This, we need hardly say, 
has been in strict accordance with the principle that 
the Gospel should be free, that there should be no pay 
for preaching. In coikfonnity with the directions (rf 
the Apostle Paul, in the 9th chapter of his 1st Epistle 
to the Corinthians, onr ministers, when engaged from 
homo in their Lord's work, are accustomed, so far 
as regards the supply of their present wants, to receire 
" carnal things" from those to whom they " sow 
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spiritual tliiuys." Not only is this supply of their 
, needful wants wholly of free will anil not a matter of 
compulsion or of bargain, but when they are at home, 
or resident in a fixed place of abode, they pursue their 
respective outward callings. They consider that when 
able under such circumstances to maintain theinselvee, 
they are excluded from receiring support by the plain 
and espUcit doctrine of many passages in the Jfew 
Testament, and especially by the obvious import of the 
langnage used by the same Apostle to the elders or 
bishops of Ephesus, whilst exhorting them to feed the 
flock, " I have coveted no man's silver or gold or 
apparel, yea, ye yourselveB know that these harids have 
ministered to my necessities, and to them that were 
with me. I have showed you aU things, how that 
Eo labouring, ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of tlie Lord Jesus, how he said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive." Tlie 
Apostle's language and conduct are thus 
perfectly consistent ; and it has ever been oitr conct 
to endeavour herein to he found walking in his atepa. 

*' In the year 183G, the legislature passed 
for effecting the ooiamutatioii of all tithes in England 
and Wales into a tithe-rent -clinrge, issuing out of the 
lands previously subject to them. Tliis Act, by taking 
away the jurisdiction of the Ecclesiastical Courts, and 
most of the other costly processes for the enforcing of 
the demand, and creating a direct and inexpensive 
mode of recovering it, lessened the amount of pecuniary 
suffering inflicted by this oppressive system. Bnt 
although it has thus removed some of the branches, it 
has left the rqpt untouched. The title by which the 
tithe was claimed was in every particular impressc 
f2 
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upon the substituted rent-charge ; and the demand for 
the support of a priesthood is atill a compnlsory demand, 
and in payment of Bervicea which wo believe to be 
inconsistent with the freedom and spirituality of tfae 
New Covenant. We believe it to be our duty to 
express our solid judgment that the Christian testimony 
which our forefathers had to bear against tithes, we, 
their successors in religious profeaaion, are called upon, 
in meekness, consistency, and firmness, to support 
against the payment of the impost secured to the 
priesthood, under the altered name, and with the some- 
what modified incidents, of tithe -rent- charge. 

" The present is a day of pecuUar, we might almost 
say of critical, importance to the members of our reli- 
giona Society, in relation to its testimony against all 
ecclesiastical demands. On the one hand, the greater 
mingling with those of other religious denominations, 
and with the world at large, in the affairs of business, 
of philanthropy, of science and literature, as well as in 
social intercourse, tends, without great watchfulness of 
spirit, to the admission into our own minds of opinions, 
views, and feelings which may insensibly modify and 
weaken our attachment to the root of all Christian 
testiuiouy, and to the various yet consistent branches 
of Christian profession which have, we reverently 
believe, under the fostering hand of the good Hns- 
bandman, sprung from that root, and formed the 
distinguishing characteristics of our religions Society. 
On the other hand, to say nothing of the more obvious 
assaults and covert encroachmenta of superstition, the 
Church of England, aa by law established, has during 
the last quarter of a century been in vinous waya ex- 
tending its arms and strengthening its power over the 



consciences and property of the people. Whilst, there- 
fore, we desire to be preserved in charity towards all 
men, and to recognize and unite with that which is 
good in all, it is oiir earnest desire that, unworthy as 
WB may be of so great a mercy, we may be enabled to 
stand fast in that liberty whetewith Christ has made us 
free, and not become entangled in any yoke of bondage! 
but that faithfully upholding our principles, and, 
through Divine assistance, walking consistently there- 
with in hamility and watchfulness in all things, we may 
yet be strengthened of the Lord to fulfil the end for 
which we believe our religious Society was raised np 
by Him, and has been jireserved to this day, even to 
promote the revival and extension of pure and primitive 
Christianity, and to the praise of his most Holy Name." 

ON HARBIAQEB, BIRTHS ASD BDIlIALa, | 

Under tie clear conviction that the intervention of 
ftn appointed ecclesiastical minister is not essential to 
the accomphshmcnt of marriage, and in imison with 
their dissent from the religion of the day as upheld by 
the law of the land, our predecessors objected to the 
performance of this engagement before the ministers 
of the established Church of England. Considering 
marriage as a divine ordinance, they also object to the 
recent provision by law for the accomplishment of 
Boarriage before a civil magistrate. They have always 
believed that it should he entered into in an assembly 
held for the worship of God. Prom the first they have 
enjoined the necessity of exercising moral caution in 
forming these connexions ; and urged the importance 
«f this step being taken in the fear of the Lord, and 
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according to the connsel of his ■wisdom, and that the 
conjugal bond should he cemented by a similarity of 
Cliristian belief. The general experience of the Society . 
has furnished shundant CTidence that their care in this 
reEpect has been bIcBsed ; and that to a large extent 
both the happiness and the duties of married life hare 
been thus promoted amongst us. 

Dissent from the estahlished provisions of the law of 
the land as regarded baptism and the "burial-service," 
led onr forefathers to dechne the availing themselves 
of them as a means of registering births and burials. 
Thcj of course submitted their children to no ceremonial 
act on the part of the parish priest as regards water 
baptism, and, as a consequence of this, tlieir offspring 
were not entered in the parish register. But, from the 
early days of the Society, records hare been carefully 
preserved in the respective districts of all births and 
deaths. Separate grounds for the interment of their 
dead were very soon provided. Their burials have 
uniformly taken place in accordance with their simple 
practice in divine worship ; and such occasions have 
often proved to be times of religious awakening, and of 
solemn lasting instruction. 

In the course of the present century the Government 
lias taken under its custody all the registers of births, 
marriages, and burials, of Friends in this country, to 
the nmnber of 1,472 volumes, including, in the whole, 
about 260,000 entries of births, 40,000 of marriages, 
and 310,000 of deaths, — duplicates included; and a 
legal validity has been given to them equal to that 
of other registers of the land. The legislature has 
recognised oai marriages by a special enactment ; and 
has provided a general civil registration of births and 
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bnrials for the nation at large, wholly divested of any 
ecclesiastical character. Friends have, therefore, in 
common with others, availed themselves of the same, 
and no longer keep separate records of these occur- 
rences. 

Two pleasing and instructive reflections are suggested 
by this circumstance. One, the evidence that is furnished 
of an increasing regard to the rights of conscience ; the 
other, the value that is to be attached to an upright, 
steady course of action, when pursued with a single 
desire to act according to the divine law. 



CHAPTER IX. 




In accordance with those views of the spiritaalit)' of 
the Gospe], that grace and truth came by Jesus Christ, 
and that all ehodowy and ceremonial observances were 
fulfilled by his coming in the ifesh, and dying on tke 
cross, — that all carnal ordinances wore to give way to 
the spiritual reign of Christ in the heart ; in the 
absence of all evidence that Ho instituted any ontward 
priesthood, our early Friends and our religions Society 
to the present time have not beheved that any ontward 
rite or ordinance was instituted as binding in all ages 
upon the Christian church. Testifying against the 
distinction between " clergy and laity," — a distinction 
which is upheld to this day under various forms, — they 
have pleaded it as one of the great privileges of the 
Gospel, that wc all have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father through Christ ; that his Church is a rgyftl 
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices through Jesiu 
Christ. They believe that this royal priesthood are 
those, and those only, who are created anew in Him ; 
and that to no human being is it delegated by Him to 
initiate others into his church, or to administer any out- 
ward rite by any outward act. All his followers are 
called upon to make an open profession of Him bj 
letting their lights so shine before men that others, 
seeing their good works, may glorify their Father ia 
heaven. Our religions Society, on these consideratjODB, 
has ever declined the use of water baptism. They think 
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this practice is at vsriance Trith the trne character and 
import of the Gospel. Thcj have been further confinned 
in this view of the subject by meeting with no express 
instmctioDB, on which all Christians may be agreed, as 
to how the ordinance is to he administered, by whom 
it is to be performed, and at wliat period of life to be 
nndergone. It was not so under the old covenant 
with the divinely appointed rite of circumcision. The 
Jews had no difficulty in ascertaining the character of 
the rites and ceremonies which it was essentia! for them 
to observe. And it is, in our apprehension, a remark- 
able fact, that if it was essential for water baptism to 
be administered, so little reference is made to it throngh'^ 
out the Apostolic Epistles. I 

Our Saviour himself was baptized to fulfil all righte-" 
onsness— an evident proof that water baptism did then 
exist as a ceremonial ohscryance ; bnt this was under 
the Jewish dispensation. The Apostle John informs 
us that JestiB himself baptized not, that is with water. 
How striking are the words of his forerunner; " I, 
indeed, baptize you with water, nnto repentance ; but 
He that comcth after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear. He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire." And, blessed be 
God, all the true followers of their Lord may in their 
measure partake of the privilege of this spiritual 
baptism, as they come in living faith unto Him and 
Burrender themselves to his government and to his 
guidance. With a similar estimate of the real character 
of the religion of the Lord Jesus, we do not see that 
when He partook of the Jewish Passover, a short ti 
before his crucifixion, He instituted an observance to 1) 
^rpetuatcd through all ages of his church. 
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I apprehend that no careful observer of tLe 
of the very early days of the Chnrch will do other tliUl 
admit, that, whilst we liave undeniable evidence that the 
AposticB of our Lord were endued with power from on 
high, whereby they wrought miracles and converted 
thousands to the faith of the Gospel, yet they had been 
trained under the Mosaic covenant; tliey were na- 
turally led, in order that they might vrin souls unto 
Christ, not hastily to abandon all the particnlars of 
that covenant. Nearly all the records of the New 
Testament which relate to the first spreading of the 
Gospel hove reference to what took place prior to 
the destruction of Jerusalem. "Wlien the solemn 
prophecies of our Lord on that eventful period were 
accomplished, then, at least, I think we are warranted 
in concluding that the whole Jewish economy was utterly 
abrogated and annulled. 

The prophecies of the Old Testament have an all- 
important reference to Christ as the great Sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole human race, as the Immanael, 
God with lis. To use the comprehensive, divinely-inspired 
words of the prophet Daniel, " He came to put an end 
to sin, to finish transgression, to make reconciliafioii 
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteonanees." 
C3irist was the end of the law to all them that believed. 
And as regards the heart, the understanding, and the 
affectiotiB of man, the whole character of the dis- 
pensation of the Gospel is essentially spiritual. It is 
eternal and unchangeable, adapted to the duties of man 
to hia Creator, and to his fellow-man. And seeing 
such is the case, in contrailistinction to a religion in 
which the observance of outward rites and ceremonies 
was 30 prominently enjoined, I am confirmed in the 



conclusion, that if water baptism and partaking of tho 
bread and wine were institutions of perpetual and 
binding obligation, we should have had the practices to 
be obaeiTed in the administration of them unequivocally 
and distinctly defined, • The acceptance of them as 
" ordinances" in tho church of our Redeemer does notj 
in my own view, accord with tho true essence of 
Gospel. 

The way in which Christianity is presented to ni 
the records of the four ETangeHsts, in the Acts of tiie 
Apostles, in the Epistles, and in the Book of Keve- 
lation, has confirmed me in this conclusion. It is not 
given to us as a system. Tlieso writings are so many 
books, each independent of the other ; and with very 
Kttle reference in one to the others. Each possesses a 
dietiuct character, but they form one harmonious whole ; 
conveying a blessed evidence that they all came from 
God, who has so marTcllously ordered the preservation 
of Scripture, and transmitted it to manldnd to this day 
nnimpaired. 

They contain an instructiTc record of many of the 
practices of the early believers ; hut I do not therefore 
conclude that the mention of these practices makes 
tbem binding on us as Christians. Tlie baptism with 
the Holy Ghost, and the supping with our Lord, which 
is so beautifully described in the third chapter of the 
Revelation ; the eating of the flesh and drinking of the 
blood of the Son of man (where the figure hes in the 
eating and the drinking, whilst the flesh and the blood 
have an obvious reference to the sacrifice of our blessed 

■* I maka this acknowledgment after hadng ropeatedly anj 
dsBToured Beriaualf and calmly to consider the scriftutal poaBaj 
by whioh the pnictioea iu queBtion are supported. 
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Saviour), are the great privileges of the true believer; 
privileges which have been uniformly and thankfully 
recognized amongst Friends. It is a striking feature 
of the Gospel, that it applies to the conduct of men 
individually, it enforces that solemn truth that each man 
will have to answer for himself before God — each will 
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. 

Greatly do I desire that in all things we may stand 
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, 
ever looking unto Him as our Lawgiver, our King and 
our Judge. To Him may we all come, as to a living 
comer-stone, chosen of God, elect and precious, in 
humble earnest prayer, that we may be lively stones in 
that spiritual building which groweth unto a holy 
temple in the Lord. 




Of the severftl requirements of tLe Gospel, by which 
onr religious Society ia distinguished from nearly all 
the Christian churches, it has often iLppe&red to me 
that not one calls for a. greater amount of true religious 
experience, and of real faith and trust in God, than 
the consistent maintenance of a testimony against all 
wars and fighting. _ 

The views of the body of Friends on this important I 
sabject are thus set forth by the Yearly Meeting of 1 
1841 :— I 

" We haTe received in their full and comprehensive I 
import those injunctions given forth by our Lord in h» I 
sermon on the Mount : ' Love your enemies, bleaa I 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate yon, I 
and pray for them which despitofully use yon, and I 
persecute you.' These commands of Christ are plain I 
and unequivocal, and if we tlms accept them, and are I 
enabled through his grace to obey them withont M 
flinching and without compromise, we can take no part 1 
in war : for how can we destroy those whom we are J 
taught to love, or injure those whom we are com- I 
manded to bless ? How can we seek to till those to I 
whom we are required to do good ; or treat with male- I 
Tolence or cruelty those for whom we are enjoined I 
to pray 7 I 

" No lesson is more clearly taught in the Gospel I 
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than tlie forgiyeBesa of injuries. This duty is repeated^ 
enjoined by our Lord himself. It is even made the 
condition on which wc are to ask for the pardon of our 
own offences : ' Forgive lis our dehts, as we forgive our 
debtors.' ' If ye forgive not men their trespasHea, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.' How 
solemn are his expressions when speaking of the 
punishment of the unmercifiil servant I ' So likewise 
shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgiye not every one his brother thedr 
trespasses.' Thus does the law of Christ strike at the 
root of revenge : it forbids all vindietive feehnga, even 
when au injury is committed or an insult is offered ; it 
prevents all animosities and strife ; it cuts off the 
exercise of retaliation : it eradicates the very elements 
of war. 

' ' Nor is it by precept alone that our Lord has tauglit 
us that we are not to fight. He is liraself ' The IMnce 
of Peace ; and in accordance with this blessed character 
He hath left us au example that we should follow his 
steps — an example which to the Christian ought of 
itself to be a conclusive authority against all war ; for 
if we are the disciples of Christ, we onght ourselves 
also to walk even as he walked : ' Who, when he 
was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suffered, he 
threatened not ; but cummited himself to him tfallt 
judgeth righteously.' He rebuked liis disciples when 
they sought to esercise revenge, saying, ' Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye are of; for the Son of 
man is not come to destroy men's lives, bnt to saw 
them.' If we follow the example of Him who went 
about doing good, and who prayed even for his 
murderers, ' Father, forgive them ; for they know not 



vihat tliey do,' tow can we either directly or indirectly 
do violence or iojury to others? Neither will the 
Christian who rightly estimates the example of his 
Lord be disposed to elude or restriet it, or to weaken 
its force by any arguments of casuistry or expediency. 
He will not haTe one etaujard for his private, and 
another for bis public duties. That which prescribea 
his conduct as a nisQ, will regulate it also hs a subject 
and a citizen, and even as a niler. His demeanour 
erery relation of life will proclaiai his undivided 
^egiancfl to the Prince of Peace, and will show that 
he is wholly redeemed iioni the spirit and the practioe 
of wars and fightings. 

" It is true that, in the inscrutable wisdom 
providence, the Almighty was at times pleased, 
a former dispensatioii, to permit and to authoriae war 
for the punisiunent of nations for their wickedness; 
but this is no warrant for us to fight. We can plead 
no such authority ; wo arc living under that adminis- 
tratiou of grace and truth which came by Jesus Christ. 
His advent upon earth was ushered in by a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, ' Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.' It is the purpose of our heavenly Father 
that maiJiind shouid be brought under the power of 
thhs gracQ and this truth. As this becomes the ease, 
that love to our native land and that affection to oni 
countrymen which arc natural to us, are enlarged, 
exalted, and purified. Under the sacred and blessed 
inSuence of the love of Christ, we not only seek to live 
in harmony with our own coimtrymen, and in the per- 
formance of' acts of brotherly kindness towards tliem; 
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but, under the espansWe power of the same heaTenly 
principle, we acknowledge the people of every nation, 
of every colour, and of every clime, as our brethren, the 
children of one and the same Almighty Parent, ov 
Father in heaven. Begarding' them in this relation, 
we desire to serve them, to help them, and to do them 
good ; we feel that to injure or to destroy them is to 
viokte that brotherhood which God has established 
between us ; is to transgresB that holy law of peace 
and goodwill which is the distinguishing charactoriatic 
of the doniiniou of our Lord and Saviour." 

In the course of the present year, a Christian address 
has been issued on this very important subject. Some 
additional arguments are there urged, I therefore make 
the following extracts from that address : — 

" We unreservedly make our appeal to those inspired 
records, which as Christians we all profess to accept as 
a revelation from heaven. True it is, that in the Old 
Testament we find war not only permitted, but, nnder 
certain circtmistances, commanded. As regards the com* 
mand, we presume that no such commission to fight 
against the Lord's enemies as that given- to his chosen 
people formerly, is claimed or expected now. And, as 
to its permiseion, it is sufGcient to say, that the Ad- 
nesB of time was not yet come ; the morp excellent way 
was not yet revealed. No permission under the law caji 
legitimate for the Christian that which the Gospel con- 
demns. How conclusive is the emphasis with whiclk 
our Lord contrasts the Mosaic allowance of divorce witli 
his own precepts, for the purjiose of showing that tl 
which was permitted to them of old time, by reason of 
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the hardness of their hearts, is prohibited by the higher 
and holier morality of the New Coyena,iit. In like 
manner, by hia own supreme authority, does he fore- 
cloae any argument in favour of retaliation drawn from 
the words "An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth;" 
and solemnly disallow the maxim " Hate thine enemy." 
To the Gospel standard, therefore, whether exhibited in 
prophecy under the earlier dispensation, or fiilly de- 
veloped by Christ himself and his apostlee, must Me 
disciples resort for their guidanee. 

" Peace is the eTer-reeurring burthen of the prophetic 
Bong, as a marked and essential feature of the Messiah's 
reign. Through the mouths of two inspired witnesses, 
and in the same emphatic words, does the Holy Spirit 
proclaim, concerning the Gospel times, " They shall 
beat their swords into ploughshares, and their speara 
into pruning hooka ; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more." 
— (Micah iy. 3 ; Isa. ii. 4.) That these expressions 
are dcToid of meaning no Christian will venture to 
affirm. Eut to what ean such language point, if not 
to a condition of mind and course of practice, national 
as well as individual, altogether opposed to war 7 

"In the face, then, of the glorious anticipations of 
prophecy in regard to the peaceful reign of the Messiah, 
and of the deep significance of that came by which He 
is called, " The Prince of Peace ;" — in the face of the 
annunciation of the Heavenly Host which characterisGd 
lie new dispensation as that which was to bring ' ' Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill to- 
wards men ; " — in the face of the express commands of 
our Eedeemer himself, "Love yourenemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
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for theni tb t d pt fully yonandperseouteyoti;" 
how can it b mai t m d that Christianity affords B 
authority o j tifi t f war 7 

" And n t by p pt 1 ne, but by his example^ 
has our Lo d d ^ vi or emphatically taught ns the 
lesson of fo f b ance and lore . How touch- 

ing is his p y f hi bitterest enemies I Hc« 
wondrous th f h f Him who said, "Thinkegl 

thou that I CB t w pray to my Father, and He 
shall presently give me more than twelve legions of 
angels ? " What power might not He have commaoded, 
and that not in any doubtful controTersy, but in tbe 
vindication of eternal Right ; yet He used it not :- 
forbearance, exercised not merely with a view to lite 
accomplishment of that moBt precious sacrifice which 
He made of himself for our sins ; but, also, as a ho^ 
example for our imitation. For, as ia declared by the 
Apostle, who was himself "an eye-witness" of tl 
sufferings of his Lord, " Christ also suffered for n 
leaving us an example that we should follow his Btflpa: 
— who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when 
he suffered, he threatened not ; but committed himself 
to Him that judgeth righteously." 

" Now, although it may be admitted that the precepts 
and example of our Lord have a primary reference to 
the conduct of individuals, they can surely be no less 
binding upon nations professing allegiance to Chiist, 
the Supreme Ruler, than upon the individuals of whom 
they are composed. Nor can we he too strongly im- 
pressed with the importance of individual influence i& 
the formation of the national mind. If each wtuts for 
others before he takes the course to which his convic- 
tions lead him, it is plain that all right progress must 



stayed. If the priuciples for wlikh we arc pleading 

essential parts of pure Chriatianity, it is for tlie 
Jhristion, in simple faith, to act npon them, that 
ferongh his life and example tlie heavenlj leaven may 
te more and more diffused. Let ns never forget that 
le Gospel is not a, transitory, h^t an abiding disponaa- 
ion; that it is the dispensation under which we are now 
ictually living ; and that these principles are among its 
most glorious and essential charaeteri sties. To afiirm 
'Sbat thej arc impraetieahle, or not to be practised, is 
bo pnt dishonour upon their Divine Author, and to set 

naught his supreme authority. To postpone their 
kpplication until all shall act upon them, is, in 
Scarcely a less degree, to deny his present authority ; 
tmd involves the practical contradiction of supposing 
Jhat He has prescribed a series of duties for a state of 
tilings in which the occasion for their exercise shall 
>iiave ceased to exist. It is now, in this still tossed and 
iConflicted world, that the Chrietian is called upon to 
learn and to practise these lessons. It is now that he 
is bound to prove his allegiance to his Divine Master ; 
and by his influence to promote the spreading of his 
kingdom upon the earth. That kingdom is one of 
righteousness and peace ; and all who adopt the peti- . 
lion, " Thy kingdom come," at once confess the duty 
of their own present subjection to it, and to pray for its 
nniTersa! establishment. 

" With sueh precepts and snch an example, — and may 
■we Eot add, such an experience as its own past history 
presents, — what has the Christian Clinrch, or what 
liave its members, to do with the moral or political 
standard of ancient Greece or Rome, — nations, which, 
irith all their brilliant qualities and intellectual refine- J 
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ment, knew not the Gospel of Christ ? Yet must it not 
be confessed that it is from sources such as these, diat 
the maxims of the militarj code, and the prevailing ideas 
of glory in connection with snceessful bloodshed, are 
principally drawn ? And what has been the result of 
this heathen standard upon the professed followers of 
the Lord Jesus 1 Without carrying our thoughts back 
to past times, we turn with deep sorrow to the affecting 
details of the wars in which our country and the other 
nations of Europe have been engaged during the present 
century. And even within the last few years what nn- 
told distress and desolation have been produced in 
India, in China, and elsewhere, by the wars in which 
this nation has been involved — miseries which have 
been inflicted in heathen lands by a people who call 
themselves by the name of Christ. Are not the words 
of the Apostle but too applicable to our country in 
reference to these events? — "The name of God is 
blasphemed among the gentiles through you." 

"Wereadily admit, that as thelove of enemies and the 
returning of good for evil between man and man require 
the exercise of faith and of the highest Christian virtues, 
so for a government pmctically to carry out these prin- 
ciples of action, demands not only a strong sense of 
dnty and a real confidence in that God who judgetli in 
the earth, but discretion, as well as righteousness in 
the various acts of international intercourse. And as 
an individual who forms the truly Christian resolve 
never to fight a duel, is called upon by this very cai- 
cumstance, not only to avoid taking offence, but to 
abstain from giving: 't ! so would a nation desirooa of 
succeeding in a policy which should enable it wholly to 
clear itself from the sin of war, feel hound to be jnst, 
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inoffensiTe, and discreet in condacting' its ov 
and to avoid all needless jnterfcrence with the affairs of 
its neighbours. Well might the nation which had the 
moral courage and wisdom to adopt such a course, 
commit its righteons cause to the blessing of Him who 
roleth in tte kingdoms of men, and who can, when b 
nation's ways please Him, make even her enemiea to 
be at peace mth her." 

The appeal from which the foregoing extracts are 
made concludes in the following words, a prayer which 
arery sincere Christian may well adopt : — 

" We pray the Almighty Father of the uniTerae to 
breathe the spirit of reconciliation into the hearts of the 
children of men everywhere, and to guide them to the 
promotion of their mutual well-being by conforming 
themselves to His universal law of love," 

And here let me ask, Is it not a troth, that war has 
its origin in the evil heart of man, that it is a fruit 
of the corrupt tree ? and that its existence is certain 
evidence that man is by nature ahenated from God. 
Cruelty, retaliation, and revenge are inseparable from 
it ; whilst the fruits of the Holy Spirit are love, long- 
auffering, forbearance, and the forgiveness of injuries — 
virtues taught us by our Lord himself— if we do not 
earnestly seek, and that with the whole heart, thus 
to live, do we fulfil the law of Christ? His words J 
are very simpte, clear and positive. " If ye lov 
keep my commandments." What right have we to 
hope for eternal life, if knowingly and habitually we i 
violate his commandments. These precepts 
dressed to each one of ns as rational, accountable, i 
immortal beings- It is when the inhabitants of a nation ' \ 
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live «,s Christians, that the religion of Jesus is presented 
to tlie world in its most lovely and attractive characUr. 

It has heen, and to me is still, truly a very painful 
reflection, Bft«t forty years of my life have been passed 
when my country was in a state of peace with abnost 
all the nations of the earth, that within the last few 
years England has been involved in war with Christian, 
Mahomedan, and Pagau countries. The history of 
our day has proved that the evil passions of man 
are what they ever wctq. Eevenge and pride, and an 
unrighteous love of power, have the ascendancy — they 
still rule, instead of forbearance, forgiveness and true love. 
Conquest, vii^tory, and false glory have with too maiQ' 
taken the place of peace and tranquillity. And hence 
the destruction of crops and cattle, the ruin of towns 
and villages, the injury of innocent and defenceleas 
inhabitants, the untold miseries and sufferings of thon- 
sands, have, as in former days, marked the progress of 
devastation and war. Snrely the consideration of theee 
tilings oughf to prove to every awakened raiad hoiW 
utterly these horrors are in direct opposition to the 
benevolent spirit of the Gospel. And such I believe 
would be, to a far greater extent than is now the case, 
if these calamities occurred in our own country, befbru 
our own eyes, and not in distant parts of the world. 

But with al! this I caji well understand what a high 
attainment it is to act consistently with the principles 
advanced. And yet surety we ought to oeheve that a 
simple trust in the Lord Almighty, even in hours of the 
closest trial, will be granted to the homble, confiding 
Christian. These will feel that they can and onght to 
rely on Him who is omnipotent ; that it is better to 
tmst in the Lord, tbaa to put confidence in priiMes 
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that &s the motrntains are round about Jertisalem, bo ] 
is the Lord round about them that I'ear Him. 

Cordially do I desire that my yoimg friends may, 
from conviction, leceiTe iji their full import the peace- 
able doctrines of the Gospel. I would warn them 
agwnst indnlging in admiration of the prowess or tli 
military glory of heathen warriors, as presented to i; 
by ancient writers, or of the same qualities in any of 1 
those commanders who in more recent times may have i 
been instrumental in causing the miseries and the death ] 
of thousands and tens of thousands of their fellow-' 
And it is perhaps still more necessary to eniereise great I 
watohfulneas not to allow a military spirit to influence 1 
the heart when reading the reports of the victorieB J 
of the armies of our country, or of the defeats of theirj 



How often haye we had to sympathize with the sorrows J 
of those whose dearest connexions have Hngered and died J 
in distEmt lands, in the hospitals or on the field of I 
battle. But have we as Friends sufficiently valued the I 
privilege of being spared snch distress, a privileg 
which has been oura from the very nature of om' peace 
able profession, very few of our own relations having 
ever entered the army, or been cut off in the midst of 
their career. There is a Christian patriotism which \ 
produces a true love to our country, and there 
Bxpansiveness in the Gospel which leads us to regardi 
every man as a brother — happy are they in whom theao-J 
graces of the Spirit are justly balanced. 

I would further add that I believe it to be especiaUyJ 
needfol at the present day to take care how we i 
to reconcile ourselves to war, either by admitting thel 
aentiment that military conquest tends to make way for J 
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the spread of the Gospel of the Prince of Peace ; or in 
the perusal of the biographies of those who have been 
esteemed as Christian warriors. Far be it from me to 
attempt to sit in judgment on those who have been 
so circumstanced. But we are to act according to the 
light that is granted to us; and if in the goodness of 
the Lord we are brought to see that all wars and 
fightings are, under the Christian covenant, unau- 
thorized by Him who came to bring peace on earth 
and good-will to men, it surely behoves us to act up 
to these convictions. 



CHAPTER XI. 



li^ou a thorough pereuasion that onr blessed Lord 
prohibited all oaths of every kind when he said " Swear 
not at all" — and further added, " but let your com- 
mnnication be yea, yea ; nay, nay ; for whataoerer is 
more than these cometh of CTil," (or oftheevii one;) our 
early Friends refusedto take any judicial oath whatever. 
The history of our Society ^ves striking evidence of two 
prominent traits in their character — allegiance to Christ 
as their lawgiver, and a firm decided course of action jn 
carrying out this religious conviction. It was the law 
and practice of that day to administer au oath on enter- 
ing upon the possession of copyhold estates, on the 
proving of wills, on taking out letters of administration 
to intestate property, in all civil and criminal cases, as 
weil as on entering upon almost every civil office in the 
conmiunity, from those of a local character of com- 
paratively little power or influence, to those of the 
highest trust and responsibility in the State. 

The harassing and annoying circumstances to which 
our pious predecessors were continually esposed in the 
stedfast upholding of this testimony — the arbitrary 
practice resorted to by magistrates of ensnaring them 
by administering the oath of allegiance, even where no 
legal charge was brought against them ; and the difficulties 
attendant upon the ordinary transactions of life in 
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reference to property, were trials of faith and patience 
which at this day cannot he easily estimated. Truly 
they must, in dependence on holj help, hare been 
earnest in seeking first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, or they uould not bo perse veringly hare 
maintained their fideUty 

After they had heen for nearly half a century snh- 
jeoted to these difficulties, an act was passed hy the 
Legislature in the year 1696, entitled "An Act that 
the solemn affirmation and declaration of the people 
called Quakers shall be accepted instead of aa oath in 
the usual form," reciting that "divers dissenters com- 
monly called Quakers refusing to take an oath in conita 
of justice and other places are frequently imprisoned 
and their estates sequestered by process of contempt, 
JBsuing oat of such courts of justice, to the ruin of them- 
selves and families." 

This Act was only to continue in force for seven 
years ; it was afterwards renewed. At the same time 
it provided that no Quaker should hy yirtne of it be 
quahficd or permitted to give evidence in any criminal 
causes, or serve on any juries, or bear any ofBce ot 
place of profit in the Government. 

After a period of near thirty years, the provisions of 
this Act were made perpetnai. Thus the law stood for 
upwards of a century, when it was provided that any 
Friend required to give evidence in any case what- 
soever, criminal or civil, should be permitted in all 
courts of justice to make a solemn affirmation or 
declaration in the words, "I, A. E., do solemnly, 
sincerely, and truly affirm or declare." In tlie year 
1833, unasked by Friends, it was enacted hy the Legis- 
lature that this form of simple affirmation should be 
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accepted instead of an Oath in all places, and for 
all pnrposes whatsoever, where an Oath is or shall 
be required, either by common law, or by aay Act of 
Parliament already made, or hereafter to bo made : 
which said affirmation or declaration shall he of the 
same force and effect as if he or she had taken an oath 
in the usual form. Subject at the same to all the 
penalties attached to a false oath.* 

The foDomng counsel issued by Friends in 1791, 
when the affirmation act in ciyil cases was made per- 
petual, applies with equal, if not with greater force at 
the present day. " A city that is set on a hill cannot 
be hid ; and in erery age bs many aa do walk in obe- 
dience to his Gospel imist unaTOidably be so ; for the 
daily cross and self-deninl which He doth enjoin arc 
public marks which are easily seen and readily observed 
by those with whom we have occasion of business or 
converse ; and our transacting hereof with uprightness, 
justice, and moderation, will show that we have an 
awfiil regard to our Lord Jesus Christ, whom we ac- 
knowledge and declare to he our great lawgiver and 
example. It is the effect of that grace and truth which 
are come by Jesus Christ, to draw men into obedience 
to his law written ia the heart, by which only the inside 
can be made clean ; and according to the obedience to 
this divine law, which the Apostle calls the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus, the proper result therefore 
will appear ; that is, the outside will be clean also. 
Hereby truth, justice, righteousness, and charity will 
shine forth in tie words and actions of such. 

* The roceat extension of Uie liberty to take an affirmation 
instead of an outbbj the LsgislBture, ia a pleasing BJgn oflnoreased 
respect to tlie rjglits of coDetieuoe. 



" We do therefore entreat that when any Friend has 
occasion to make an affirmation, he be very considerate 
and sure of the truth of what he is ahout to affirm, 
remembering that a false witness shall not be nn- 
punished, and ' he that speakctb. lies shall not escape ; ' 
and that that command, ' Thou shalt not bear false 
\ritnes8,' is as well in the Gospel as in tbe law ; and 
that ' all liars shall have their portion in the lake whicli 
bumeth with fire and brimstone.' If this awfnl sense 
of tlie obligation to truth, speaking adequately, rest 
upon the mind, its effect will be manifest even in tlie 
deportment of those who are giving evidence. Let it 
also be considered, that the ground of this testimony of 
oiir religious Society is a conscientious scruple : how 
infamous therefore would it be for any who profess a 
scruple against swearing at all, to be at the same time 
guilty of false affirming, and, while they pretend t« a 
great degree of purity, to fall short in common honesty. 
It would indeed be among the highest degrees of hypo- 
crisy, a crime abhorred in the sight of God and man." 



CHAPTER XII. 

ON SOME OF THE DIBTJNOUIBBINO PRA0T1CE8 OF 

Whilst endeaTOuriiig to bring the minds of their 
hearers to tho teachings of the Holy Spirit, and to a 
holy settlement in Christ as their ERdeemer, George 
Fox and his asaociatca steadily and unitedly en- 
forced the necessity of oheying the precepts of our 
Lord and his apostles. Accepting them as adapted to 
the wants of man under all the circtun stances of life, 
they urged the faithful ohaerrance of them. Both as 
regarded themselTes and their fellow -professors, they, 
felt that tho call was to live in the world aright, 
not to hye unto the world. 

In the practical application of this great duty tin 
were led clearly to sec, that in the common intercourse 
of men there prevailed many practices inconsistent with 
the character of a true Christian. Hence they 
ecientionaly declined the complimentary and flattering 
titles given by man to his fellow-man. In honour 
Christ, their only king, they disused the customai 
names of the days and months, many of them of heathen 
origin, and derived from heathen deities. They believed 
it also to be their Christian duty to address their 
fellow-mortals after the example of Holy Scripture, 
and not to continue a practice which had arisen in the 
days of degeneracy, and which was still prevailing, of 
giving undue hononr to some ranks in civil society by 
addressing one man in the plural and another in 
Bingnlar nnmber. The use of each phraseology 



len ^^^ 



9i OS SOME OF THE 

" humble and obedient servant" in writing letters, tUe 
adopting of such terms as " reverend, most reverend, 
and father in God," ia addrcssiiig the oEScers of a 
church — the application of the term " majesty," to the 
king or queen of the realm, and a, variety of other 
epithets inconsistent with the simplicity and sincerity 
of the Gospel, ore terms which Friends have uniformly 
felt themselves called upon to refrain from employing. 
At the same time they fully acknowledge that there ifi 
a kindness and a conrtesy to be exercised towards 
all men, as well as a deference to those who axe 
placed in civil authority, which a Christian ia called 
upon to observe. 

Bowing or kneeling to others they regard as marks 
of servility inconsistent with that brotherhood in the 
family of the human race in which all mankind are 
placed by our gracious Creator. They apply the same 
principle to the micovcring of the head, even to those 
in the highest civil authority, believing it to be 
especially unsuitable to ofier that homage to man which 
is to be rendered to God in an assembly for public 
worship by the minister of the gospel ; or by the 
congregation when prayer is vocally offered unto the 
Most High. It is at the same time felt to be an act 
bordering on superstition, and at variance with the 
Christian character, to take ofT the hat, as a matter of 
course, on entering or sitting down in a house set apart 
for Divine worship. 

Both by example and by precept our early Frienda 
testified against indulging in ornamental nttire, or 
following the vain and ever-changing fashions of the 
day. They clearly saw that such practices foster prtds 
and the love of personal display, dispoaitions to which 
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the whole tenor of the Gospel is opposed ; and that I 
they improperly occupy the time and thought of a J 
responsible being. In reference to these subjects our ] 
Yea-ly Meeting writes, in 1761 : — " Our concern is to j 
revive a truth which is worthy of general remembrance 1 
— that no affectation of singnlarity is the cause of a I 
demeanour both civil and religious in our forefathers, 
or in the faithful of this day, different in many respects I 
from the conduct of those among whom we dwell. Bat I 
they beholding the vanity, uuprofltableness, and ii 
cerity of the salutations, customs and fashions of the 1 
world, and observing the example of our ble 
Saviour, and that of his followers, with the frequent 
teatimoniea recorded in Holy Writ, to the necessity of 
a self-denying Hfe and conversation, together with the 
law and testimony revealed in their hearts, retained in 
view the injunction of the Apostle not to be conformed I 
to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing oft ■ 
the mind, that we may prove what is that good 
acceptable and perfect will of God. May an uprightnesB 1 
of heart, as in the sight of God, ever attend this j 
Bimphcity of appearance, that none, by a eondttet J 
inconsistent therewith, may furnish occasion for the 1 
testimony to be evil spoken of, or despised." 

In 1848, the following views on the same subject 1 
were put forth in the name of our Society by the Yearly j 



" We are renewedly persuaded that our testimony to J 
plainness of speech, behaviour, and apparel, rests upon ] 
soond unalterable groimds. It was in the hearty ri 
ception of the government of Christ, and in love to I 
Hiin, and fidelity to his law, that our forefathers, i 
the light of that truth which our Lord was pleased si 
to s hed upon them, wore led to the Ml testb 
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raony which they bore against the flatteiy, pride, asd' 
nntruth, which had, and still have, bo largely insiniiated 
themBclves into the established customs and changing 
fashions of the world. They were truly an honest, 
plain, and truth -speaking- people-; their conduct mani- 
fested that they were not of tLis world ; and they 
hchcTcd it right to train up their children in those 
habits and practices into which the law of Christ had 
led them. Our present concern is that we may all be 
led to follow Christ in the same faithfulness and 
devotedneaa of heart." 

The grounds on which Friends object to other 
practices commonly adopted in the community, are set 
forth in the following portions of counsel, issued by the 
Yearly Meeting : — 

" Our attention has been specially turned to the 
practice of wearing mourning garments on the occasion 
of the decease of relatives and friends ; and we feel 
concerned tti offer an affectionate caution to our membera 1 
against this ohrious conformity to the vain and op- 
preasiyc customs of the world. The practice alluded 
to, not only involres a departure from that simplicity 
of attire which becomes tlie self-denying disciple of the 
Lord Jesus, but there are, in our view, other special f 
grounds of objection to it. Amongst these, it may be 
remarked, that it tends to occupy the thoughts with 
useless and frivolous objects, at a time when it is . 
peculiarly important that nothing should interfere with 
those precious visitations of the love of God to ihe 
soul, which often, in an especial manner, accompany the 
afflictive dispensations of the Most High in the death 
of onr near connexions, contritiug the hard heart and 
comforting the true mourner. It is, moreover, in many I 
^^^^^Utsnces a token of a sorrow not really feltj^U^h^^J 
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inclEdes a departure from that Btrict truthfulness which, 
in deed, as well as in word, ought ever to mark the 
Christian character. We are also desirous of caution- 
ing our Friends against those progressiTe deviattona 
from simplicity of dress in other respects, and that 
gradual assimilation with the world, which we believe 
often render it additionally difficult for them to resiat 
its Quatoms in this particular. When the axe is laid to 
the root of the corrupt tree within as, everything which 
savours of pride and ostentation will be done away : 
when the tree is made good, the fmit will be good also, 
and a blessed evidence of the inward change wiU be 
manifest in the whole outer man, in attire, in language, 
in deportment, and in his daily wait in life." — 1845, 

" We beHeve that at times the Lord is pleased, in 
an especial manner, to visit notions by his jndgments, 
and that they call for deep humiliation before Him, and 
for that repentance which includes a real turning away 
from all our evil works. Tiiis was the great feature of 
that memorable fast which obtained the Divine favour 
for Nineveh, after the prophet had been sent to pro- 
nounce its destmction. The true and acceptable fast* 
to the Lord was declared, by the prophet Isaiah, to be, 
not the bowing of the head for a day, but the right 
performance of acts of justice and mercy. How loudly 
then are wo, as Christians, called upon to beware of 
depending upon any temporary or external performances, 
and to observe that daily and continual fast, which con- 
Biats in the obedient homage of the soul to its Almighty 
Creator and Redeemer. 

" We have thought it right, as a Society, to abstain' 
from the observance of days set apart, without a Diviua 



direction, for the religioua commemoration of particnlar 
eventB, or for national humiliation onder pecaliar trials. 
We consider the iliutotion, by man, of specific BctS of 
worship, AS opposed to those views of the Bpiritaalitj of 
true worship which it ia our duty and privilege to hold. 
The public commemoration of important events in the 
church, on certain specific days, arose and increased as 
■Uie simplicity of Christianity dedined; and though ihey 
bore the semblance of piety, and have doui>tless often 
been observed with sincerity, yet they tended greatly to 
draw men from the constant duties and simple worship 
which Christianity enjoined ; and led to a dependence cd 
oocftsional exercises and imposing serviccB. 

" The appointment of days for national humiUatioii, 
by the civil govcmment, we consider to bo liable to tie 
preceding, and to other objections. The imposition of 
religious exercises by the same authority, we conceivB 
to be an infringement of the rights of conscience, and 
an intrusion on his province whose right it is to nJe 
there. When we consider that the orders for sodl 
observances in this country are issued under the antliD- 
rity of the King, as head of the Church of England, and 
that a form of prayer is commanded to be used nndei 
certain outward penalties, wo feel additionally bound, 
with meekness, to refuse comphance with such orders, 
and thereby to testiiy against that usurpation which we 
believe to be anti- christian. 

" Wliile supporting these our views of the liber^ of 
the Gospel, let us be careful to prove, by our conduct 
and conversation, tliat wo walk in the fear of God, and 
do indeed believe that He rules in the hingdoms of 
men. May we increasingly cherish that true love of 
car coimiT)' which would lead us frt-qucutly to tJiq 



DiaxraauiSHiua peacticbs op fbiekds. 

throne of grace oa its behalf; that bo, whilst we cannot 
lift op the Bword in its defence, oar prayers and inter- 
cessions may ascend availingly to Him in whose hand 
are the prosperity of nations, and the issues of life and 
death."— 1833. 

60 great and so deep is the true character of the reli- 
gion of Jesus, that it is well for us freijuently to bear I 
in mind ila vastneas and our httlenesa ; its perfection | 
la all itB parts, and ovr manifold infirmities and cor- 
ruptions. So far as we are strengthened to take i 
comprehensive view of its requirements and its extent, 
we shall, I believe, find that they are applicable to n 
in all the varied circumstances of his life, however great 
or however small they may appear. Some may he 
■ ready to say that there are practices alluded to in this 
chapter which are of triiling importance. But is it 
not a great mistake for any one to attempt to define 
what is of little moment, in relation to a growth in 
grace of him who is passing from the carnal to the 
Bpiritnal state. To such the ■words of our Lord have 
been felt to be truly applicable — " Strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way." That self-denial which is 
essential to keeping steadily in the path which leads to 
life eternal, has often been found to include what may 
appear to be little things, but which are called for aa 
sacrifices on the part of him who takes upon himself 
the yoke of Christ. Nnmeroas have been the instanoea , 
in which the truly reUgious and experienced character 
has shone forth amongst us to the honour of God, in. 1 
individuals who have submitted to that discipline which . 
in the faithful observance of these and some other prac- 1 
tices hereafter noticed has been required. ] 

Heacc, I do not hesitate to plead for the mointe-- I 
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nance of these digtinguialiuig marks, and in lore ta 
oomTOend them to thosfl in early life. I think they be- 
long to that consiBtent walk among men which becoma 
the true followerB of otir Holy Redeemer, not aa mere 
conventional practices, but as the legitimate froita of 
the precepts of the Gospel, whilst even as an outwaid 
mark of distinction they have not been without great 
advantages to the youDg and inexperienced. The dreEE 
of a Friend has tended to screen many a youth from 
outward temptation in his intercourse with the worli 

Knowing that the Christian is called to redeem lui 
time ; that he is to deny ungodliness and worldly Insts, 
and to live soberiy, righteously, and godly in this life; 
Friends, in common with serious Christians generally, 
have strongly discountenanced hunting, the attendance 
of horse-races, the frequenting of theatres, of concerts, 
of musical entertainments, and other places of public 
diversion. These very pursuits have oilen led to an 
unprofitable occupation of time and attention, and to a 
huriJul association with those who were not setting the 
fear of God before their eyes. The mind has been 
diverted from its highest interests ; and reUgious im- 
pressions, which were designed to promote the great 
work of purification of heart, have been weakened, if 
not obliterated. In otiier cases, they have often proved 
incentives to folly and vice ; and, eventually, the causes 
of moral and spiritual ruin. 

The youthful Christian — and where is tlie young 
man who would not wish to be a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus? — will however feel that at his period of life 
recreations are not only allowable, but desirable and 
often necessary. In lore, in kindness, and in sympathj 



FBIENDH. 101 

iroold I exproHH a, warm desire that, in his recreations, 
&e early behever may set a guard against the Tftrioaa 
BnaieB in whieh he may be entangled. But may they 
!be such as leave no sting upon the conscience ; and not 
^Cmly not evil in themselves, but of o tendency that is 
not to evil. At the same time he ia not to expect 
wholly to escajie being tempted, Every period of his 
life, and indeed every circumstance in which he may be 
placed, has its peculiar dangers. But what a privilege 
it is to know that if in faith, and in. reliance on holy 
help, he asks counsel of the Lord, his cry will be heard, 
that His Father in heaven is ever graciously wilhng' to 
answer the prayers of his suppliant dependent children I 
There are recreations from the toils and cares of 
' business, in the enjoyment of rural life and scenery, in 
the rational and instructive society of well-chosen asao- 
datea, in examining into the works of creation, and in 
the pursuits of litcratnre, natural history, and science, 
which tend, under proper restriction, to improve the 
mental faculties. And there are recreations for the 
young in relieving the distressed, and caring in varions 
ways for the neglected and the destitute, which encourage 
' our sympathies, enlarge our Christian interests, and 
I prepare for future usefulness in the world and in the 
I church. Such ought to be the recreations of a rational 
, immortal being. 

I Let no one fear in his Christian progress to apply to 
, himself, in its comprehensive import, with an earnest- 
ness, to be conformed to the will of God, that heart- 
searching call of the Apostle, " Come out from among 
I them, and be ye separate. Touch not the unclean 
j thing." How fraught vrith love and mercy are the 
I words which follow; " I will receive you, and be a 
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Fnther unto you, antl ye shall bo my sons aai 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 

The viewB of our religionB Society, in conneidoii inlik 
some of theBo thingB, are appropriately explained in tiie 
following' extracts from the Ejiistles of the Yesil|y 
Meeting : — 

" We have heen at this time introduced into maob 
concern with reference to the well-known tealimony of 
om* religious Society against the attendance of placn 
of diversion. Earnest have been onr desirea, thit 
Friends everywhere, and particularly those in younger 
life, may seriously reflect on the injury, and in many 
instances the moral ruiu, which pursuits of this descrip- 
tion bring with them. And it is our conviction, that, 
in proportion as the mind is renewed by Divioe grace. 
all these vain amusements will be felt to be inconsistent 
nith the restraints of the Gospol, and iucompattbie 
with that quietness and peace of mind which are the 
portion of the watchful Christian. Our attention has 
also heen tnmed to the increased exposure of oar young 
Friends to the temptations of music ; which we believe 
to be, both in its acquisition and in its practice, nn- 
favonrable to the health of the soul. Serious is tie 
waste of time to those who give themselves op to it; 
and what account can they render of those preciona 
hours, which might otherwise have been devoted to the 
glory of God and the good of their neighbour 1 It does 
not, however, merely involve the absorption of time: 
it not unfrequently leads into unprofitable, and eren 
pernicious aBSOciation, and, in some instances, to • 
general indulgence in the vain amusements of the 
world."— 1846. 

" Amongst those gratifications of sense from whiiJi 
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^e members of our religious Society, 
consent, growing out of what we believe to be a root of 
Chriatian principle, have, with much unanimity, felt 
Utemselrea restrained, are the study and practice of 
inaic. That which is of the character ordinarily 
designated ae Bacrcd music not unfreqiiently stimulates 
IBxpressions and feelings which are far from being the 
genuine breathings of a renewed heart, and tends to 
j^lude the mind by producing an excitement often 
unhappily mistaken for deTotion, and to withdraw the 
■oul from that quiet, humble and retired frame, in 
ilduch prayer »nd praise may bo tnily offered with the 
Spirit and with the understanding also. And as to 
Aoee mnaical exhibitions in which an attempt is made 
rto combine rehgion with a certain amount of amnse- 
;, it ia hard to understand how a truly Chriatian 
mind can allow itself to sanctioii the profanation of the 
MOred name by the attendance of such performances ; 
where the most awful ercnts recorded in Holy 8criptm-e 
BTB made the subject of professed entertainment to an 
indiscriminate assembly, many of whom make no pre- 
tensions to religion. That musie, on the other hand, 
which does not in any degree partake of the character 
usually designated as sacred, lias, we fear, in innu- 
merable instances, allured the feet of the young, to the 
]%htness, the gaiety, and cyen the dissipation of the 
world, and thus proved among the many snares against 
wliich we are enjoined fervently to pray, ' Lead us not 
into temptation.' The Christian cannot surely devote 
liourB and days to pursuits of this description, without 
being in danger of unfaithfiilneas in his stewardship of 
that time which he is called upon to ' redeem ;' and of 
impairing that tenderneBS of conscience, and that filial 
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fear of offending God, whicli are among the 
prcciouB evidences of the work of grace in the heait,' 
1854. 

I These distinctive testimonies to the pnre and self- 
denying cliaracter of the Gospel of Christ, hare been 
appreciated aad practised by the body of PriendB from 
the rise of the Society to the present day. When 
reoeiTed and acted upon under the enlightening ininence 
of the Spirit of Truth, they have been often felt to he 
the necessary consequenceB of accepting the whole 
message of the way of hfe and peace through Jesna 
Christ. May they ever be thus commended by na 1 

The comprehensiTC, instractive, and practical ei- 
hortations conveyed in the annnal cpistie of 1848, are 
in my view so valuable, and at the same time so appli- 
cable to many of the subjects hinted at in this chapter, 
that I would comment! them not only to the serionB 
perusal of my younger friends, but of all into whose 
hands this little volume may come. 

" The primitive believers in Christ are described as 
' walking in tbe fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost.' The fear of God, which thus marked 
the disciples at the beginning, was also an eminent 
characteristic of the religious experience of onr fore- 
fathers in the Truth : they were made to tremble before 
the Lord, under the sense of their own corruption in 
the fall, and of his holiness ; and when bronght, 
through the grace of Christ, to partake of the joy and 
peace of believing, this holy reverence and awe dwelt 
with increasing power upon their spirits, kept them In 
watchfulness and tenderness, and in a remarkable 
manner accompanied tho outpouring of the Spirit upon 
them for semces in the Church. Abundant are the 
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evidencea in the Sacred Scriptnrea of the blessed eSects.^^^^ 
of thiB fear of the Lord, in preaerring against tempta- ^^^| 
tion, and in giving a practical sense that God is eTcry- ^^^ 
where present, and knoweth. even the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. It it not the fear in which there 
is bondage ; it ia a filial fear, in perfect harmony with 
that love in which the child of the Lord breathee the 
language of adoption — Abba, Father I It grows with 
his growth ; and the ftirther his advancement in Chria- ^^1 
tian experience, the more place will it have is hia ^^^| 
heart, the more poweri'iil and constant will be ita ^^^| 
influence over his actions, his words, and his very ^^H 
thoughts. As he conies, through faitbfulnesa to the ^^H 
teachings of the Holy Spirit, to be quick of under- ^^H 
standing in this fear, what carefulness does it work in ^^^| 
him ! not only restraining him from the abuse, but 1 

limiting him in the use of outward things : it leads to 
a vigilant discharge of his stewardship of time, of .i 

talents, and of substance: the pursuits of business, o^^^^H 
intellect, and of taste, will be subject to its holy ^^^| 
restraints. ^^^| 

" Under the inilnence of this fear, and with a com- ^^H 
prehensive view of the requirements of the Divine law, ^^^| 
we are brought to the Christian standard of trathful- ^^H 
ness and simphcity in language, and of plainness and ^^^ 
self-denial in clothing, in furniture, and in deportment; 
and, as becometh men professing godliness, we are led 
out of a conformity to the varying fashions of the day, 
and restrained from the purauita of music and dancing, 
fi-om theatrical entertainments, and from vain sports 
and other frivolous and hurtful amnsements of the' 
world. Suffer then, we heaeech you, dear brethren, 
the word of exhortation. Be willing to be kept within- 



106 ON 80ME OP THE DISTINGUISHING PRACTICES, ETC. 

the bounds of this holy fear. Abide in it all the day 
long. Allow its restraints to be so laid upon you that 
your moderation may be known unto all men, and that 
being preserved by it in a quiet and lowly mind, you 
may, under its influence, and in simple dependence 
upon Christ, witness for yourselves the evangelical 
blessing promised by the Lord through his Prophet — 
' Unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of 
Bighteousness arise with healing in his wings.' " — 1848. 



CHAPTER Xlir. 



It iras early felt by the tnenibcrs of oiar religi 
Society that the moral precepts of the Bible enjoio great I 
integrity and nprightncss in all pecuniary or eommcrcial \ 
transactions. " They were earnest that no occaa 
might be taken to lamich forth into trading and worldly 
bosineES, beyond what eoold be managed hononrably 
and with reputation" — ■" that al! should be very careM 
not to contract debts endangering the wronging of others 
and their familios ; but that they should labour to con- i 
tent themselves with such a plain way and manner of I 
liying as is most agreeable to the self-denying prin- I 
eiples which we profess."— /"i-om earh/ Epistles. I 

In 1731, the Yearly Meeting reminds " its memterB I 
of the remarkable uprightness and honesty of our friends i 
in the beginning in their commerce and conTerse, How 1 
exact were they in perfornung their words and pro- I 
miaes, without erasive excuses and iueincore dealings I I 
How careM not to involve themsolTes in business whidh I 
they understood not, nor h^d stock of their own to I 
manage 1 how circumspect not to contract greater debts I 
than they were able to pay in due time 1" 1 

The appropriate counsel contained in the following J 
extracts from Epistles of the Yearly Meeting of later J 
days is well worthy of our serious attention r — I 

" In conducting your outward affairs, whether in J 
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agricultiiTe or trade, or as professional men, and e 
in the inyeBtment of youi property, scrupulously BToid 
doing anything that may compromise onr Christian 
testimonies, or lessen their excellence in the sight of 
others. Maintain strict integrity and plain dealing, 
marked hy Christian courtesy and respect to all, at the 
same time showing hy your condnct that your first con- 
cern is to lay up treasure in heaven. Whilst a cheer- 
fiil and kind, yet guarded intercourse is kept np with 
others, take care that your words he such as to minister 
grace to the hearers, to the use of ediiying. In trans- 
acting hia business, and in providing things honest in 
the sight of men, the true Christian may, in his daily 
walk, exalt his profession and commend his principles 
to others. May those who arc intrusted with a con- 
siderable portion of this world's goods be faithful 
stewards of the same in their lifetime. We shall have 
to give an account hereafter, both of the manner of 
acquiring our property, and of its appropriation. 
Happy will it he for ua if, in the great day of account, 
we are found, in regard to these things, to have been 
seeking to do all to the glory of God." — 1841. 

■' We are concerned aflcctionately to press upon oor 
friends everywhere the need of watchfulness, that we in 
no degree lose that nice eense of the standard of Btor- 
ling, honest, and imcompromiaing integrity which the 
Gospel requires. We are, indeed, enjoined, both by 
the examples and by the precepts of the New Testament, 
to provide for our necessities, and for those who belong 
to us ; and he who neglects this duty is declared to be 
worse than an infidel; but we are required by the 
same high authority to injure no man, but in all things 
to do unto others what we would they should do unto 
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na, and to be content with Bnch thinge as we have, to J 
which the blessed promise is annexed,—' I will i 
leave thee nor forsake thee.' " — 1844. 

" Our desires are strong that those engaged in trade- \ 
and commerce, and such as already possess a compe- 
tency in life, may be duly aware of the snares which | 
Gurroiind them, and that we, &11 of us, may stand open J 
to the secret checks of the Spirit of the Lord which an I 
at times sensihly felt within ns, even whilst w 
actively engaged in onr daily avocations, and which | 
would often hold ns hack from prosecuting onr own I 
purposes. And may those of our dear Friends, whether I 
in earlier or more advanced life, who may be er 
with talents which seem pecuharly adapted to the J 
affairs of this life, and whose temptation it may be to I 
enter very largely into its concerns, duly appreciate 1 
this inward restraint thus graciously vouchsafed. Thig J 
would set hmits to their pursuit of the things that I 
perish, and bring them to that quiet and contented J 
mind in which, taught of the Lord, tliey would see the \ 
infinite value of heayenly over earthly things, and seek I 
to devote the whole man to Him. The secret working 
of the Spirit of God within us — that which enlighten 
reproves, condemns, and warns us — is amongst the 
chicfest blessings that He confers upon man. It is a 
gift for wliich we must render an account to the Giver; 
and happy will it be for those who, in the day of their 4 
■visitation, have been brought bj such means to Christ, 
and to a living interest in his great salvation." — 1 
1845. 

In commending to the reader the exhortations con- , 
veyed in the preceding paragraphs I would add aomeifl 
serious reflections ; may they be accepted in that kind- 
SB and love in which they are offered. 
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The New Testament teaches us to provide tilings 
honest in the sight of all men ; to use industry ii 
several calling's ; at the same time the distinction of the 
rich and the poor ia sanctioned by the language of Holy 
Scripture. Each has his appropriate duties to perform 
in this life, and each has his pecuhar temptations, fint 
whatever be his pursuit, whatever his rank in society, 
whether he has little ot much of this world's goods, the 
practical Christian is to eat his affections on things 
above — he ia ever to bear in mind that it ia said on tie 
highest authority, ' A man's life cousisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth.' Bat 
although well aware of the deceitfulEess of riches, how 
eager are we to lay up for ourselves treasures upon 
earth. The evil heart is unchanged ; it is as necesBary 
as ever to bear in mind the injunction, " If riches in- 
crease, set not your heart upon them." What solemn 
truth is conveyed in the words of our Lord, " Ye 
cannot serve God and Mammon." 

The snare of accumulating wealth is one whioih, 
through the cruel stratagems of the devil, has often 
been laid in the way of the unwary ; and it ia a auare 
to which many of the members of our religions Sodety 
are especially exposed. Trained by their education in 
liabits of steady industry, refrmning to a large extent 
from taking part in the dissipations, the amusements, 
and the follies of the world, they are in danger of 
gradually accumulating a large amount of property. 
Whilst their course may be deemed honourable amongst 
men (and this very circumstance may be their danger), 
although they may not pierce themselves through with 
many sorrows, they may place temptations within the 
reach of their offspring, from which the latter may not 
escape, .^ome bj continuing too long in 
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occupations may so weaken their mental and spiritual 
energies, that the time for employing them on objects of 
higher interest may pass away. Others making haste 
to be rich may be led away from the simplicity of the 
Gospel, and become immersed in the spirit of the worid, 
or allured by its luxuries, and thus lose that tenderness 
of conscience which they once possessed, and never fill 
that place in the church of Christ which they were 
designed to occupy. We may, however, be encouraged 
by calHng to mind the many instances of those amongst 
us who, setting their affections on things above, have 
instructively exemplified the truth that godliness with 
contentment is great gain. 

Whatever be our circumstances or position amongst 
men, may we all be found seeking first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and, whilst not slothful in 
business, be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Thus, 
amid all the perplexities, temptations, or sorrows which 
we may meet with, we may in well-doing commit the 
keeping of our souls, and those of all who are near and 
dear to us, to God, as to a faithful Creator. 




The Society of Friends took its rise about the middle 
of the seTcnteenth century, under the protectorate of 
Oliver Cromwell. It was a time of great political es- 
citement in the nation. The laws were feebly and 
arbitrarily administered by both magiBtratea and judges. 
Innocent citizens were brought before them on imwar- 
ranted charges, and were treated by those in authority 
with insult and contumely wholly unbecoming men ap- 
pointed to the administration of justice. 

The injustice and tyrannical cruelty thus exercised 
were very hard to bear; and wo may receive deep in- 
struction from observing the constancy, this patience, 
and the unflinching firmness, with which our pious pre- 
decessors submitted for conscience' sake to the im- 
prisonments, the mockery, and the beatings brought 
upon thcni for stedfastly adhering to what they behered 
to be the law of their God. 

Our early records hear ample testimony to the dili- 
^•ence and the aeal with which our pions predecessorB 
in the face of great opposition met to worsliip God, and 
to m f t th tru t Him 01 1 d b lete acts 
ofPh t f dgmtth new laws 

wore m J t mp 1 tli m t ni rm t th mode of 
worship ph Id 1 J tl 1 w f th 1 d When they 
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had great reaaon to expect they should be driven into 
noisome and pestilential prifons, sent into baniBhrnent, 
or subjected to other grievous snfferings, for meeting 
togethej on no other account than to worship God 
according to their conscicaccB : yet in the strength of 
that holy faith and love which supported them in suffer- 
ing, they failed not constantly to keep up their meetings 
at the hazard of all. Some were haled from their 
meeting- houses to filthy prisons, where they made 
melody in their hearts, and sang praises unto God; 
others not turned aside or by the threats of their 
adversBries, continued to meet and present themselves 
before the Most High. Tliis unrighteoua treatment 
continued, at intervals, for forty years. 

The biography of George Fox — a history with which 
erery young Friend should be well acquainted- — presents 
unple evidence of the grievous hardships to which he 
was Buhjected ; of the noiBome filthy dungeons, to 
which he and his fellow-members were consigned, and 
of the meekness with which he and they were enabled 
to bear the cruelties of their persecutors. 

Isaac Penington, a man of a remarkably quiet spirit, 
who was in the enjoyment of niany outward comforts, a 
son of an alderman of the city of London, was repeat- 
edly committed to prison because he had quietly as- 
sembled with his friends for the worship of Ood. A 
fellow- sufferer says of him, " I do not remember that 
ever I saw him cast down or dejected in tlie time of his 
imprisonment, nor speak hardly of those who perse- 
cuted him." 

Francis Howgill was sent for out of the market in 
Kendal : he had committed no offence. The jnstici 
tendered to him the oath of allegiance and supremacy ; 
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and because, for conscience' sake, he conld not swear, 
he woa committed to Appleby gaol. After a trial, 
which ought to be read as exhibiting the character of 
the period and the innocent boldness and meeJaieeB of 
the prisoner, tliis harsh sentence was pronounced Dpon 
him : — " You are put out of the Idng's protection and 
the benefit of the law ; your lauds are con&scated to tlie 
king during your Hfe, and your goods and chattels fM 
ever, and you to be a prisoner for ever." How Btriking 
is his reply on hearing this sentence, — " A hard sen- 
tence for my obedience to the commands of Christ. 
The Lord forgive you all." He died in prison for the 
testimony of Jesus, in 1668. 

The trial of Wilham Penn in 1670, when he me 
committed to prison in London for being at a meedng 
in Grncechurch Street and preaching there, at a time 
when he and his friends were deprived of the use of their 
meeting-house, shoidd not be forgotten. His conduct 
has been highly and deservedly commended as maio- 
taining the Christian rights and Uberties of Englishmen, 
which were then openly and grossly yiolated. Thess 
few instances are adduced as illustrating the experience 
of some of our forefathers. But it will be well to ad- 
vert to the general persecution of those times. 

In the year 1659 a petition was presented to the 
Parhament, from which the following extracts are 
made : — ■" To the Parhument of England, from many 
thousands of the free horn people of the Common' 
wealth," asking thai they would in wisdom and in the 
fear of God, with all convenient speed, declare a jnst 
freedom in things pertaining unto God, to all people of 
this Commonwealth, — that tithes, forced maintenanoer— ^ 
and alt other burthens on the conscience, may be re- 
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moTed, and Christ's kingdom doliTered np to himself." ' 
It also contains this remarkable passage — " And as we 
hare stood single unto God in a da; of hard trial, and 
borne the heat, and the storms, and the tempests, ne are 
willing yet more to endare, and not only with jon to 
Buffer om* goods to be spoiled, and our bodies to be im- 
prisoned, but also our lives to lay down, if the Lord shall 
jiequire it, till our testimony shall be finished against 
all these abominations, and for tho Lord and for Christ 
Jesus whom we witness to become in the flesh and in 
the Spirit, who is to continue for ever the unchangeable 
priesthood, made and upheld, not by the power of on 
ontward law or carnal commandment, but by the power 
of an endless life and law that cannot be altered." 

Joseph Besse, in a Collection of the eufferinga of the 
people called Quakers for the testimony of a good con- 
science, pubhshed in two volumes foUo, in 1753, writes 
in the preface to that work: — " A brotherly love and 
sympathy, proceeding from a sense of one another's 
innocence and integrity, doth generally abound among 
feUow-snfFcrera for true religion, and was very reraark- 
ftble in this people, some of whom have travelled 
hundreds of miles to visit and administer to their 
brethren in prison ; and whilo they seemed each re- 
gardless of his own liberty were strenuous advocates for 
that of others ; zealously and almost incessantly, in 
their several turns, representing to those in authority 
the snffering cases of their friends, either by word of j 
mouth, writing, or pnnt. Another printed paper was ] 
presented to the Parliament in 1G59, and subscribed j 
by 164 of this people, wherein " they make an offer of I 
their own bodies, person fur pprson, to be in prison I 
instead of such of their brethren as were then undor J 



confinement, and might be in danger of their IWea 
through estreme durance." 

In the following jenr Charles II. came to the throne. 
In his declaration before bis return from Ereda to Bssume 
the reins of goyemment, he wrote : ' ' We declare a liberty 
to tender consciences, and that no man shall be dis- 
qnieted or called in queetion for differences of ojiinjon 
in mattera of religion which do not disturb the peace of 
the kingdom." During the first sis mouths after tlie 
Restoration the meetings of Friends in the city of 
London were undisturbed, and above 700 who had been 
imprisoned under Oliver Cromwell and Ids brother were 
set at liberty. But this respite from persecution lasted 
only a short tim.e. In the course of a few months 
upwards of 340 were committed to Newgate prison in 
London. 

In l(i64, the famous Conventicle Act was passed, by 
which an assembly for the worship of God, if more than 
five were present, was declared to be an unlawful one. 
Each person so attending was fined five pounds, and in 
case of non-payment sentenced to three months' Im- 
prisonment ; for a second offence, ten pounds, or six 
months in prison, and for a third, he was to be banished 
beyond the seas. In the following year, upwards of 120 
Friends were imprisoned in Newgate, and by the further 
application of this Act, such was their constancy, placed 
under sentence of transportation. But the shipmastera 
refused tq carry them ; one however was at length found. 
The sailors refusedto receive tlicm, but they were forced 
on board, aud 37 men and 18 women taken down the 
Channel, of whom 27 died before they reached the 
Land's End, in Cornwall. The vessel was shortly afler 
DAptured by a Dutch privateer ; and, as they could 
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Persecution went on for several years. In 1G72 we 
met with this strifcing acknowleiigment in a declara- 
tion pttbhshed by Charles II. with the advice of hia I 
Privy Conncil: — " It being evident by the sad expe- | 
rience of twelve years that there is very little fruit of all I 
these forcible meaaures, we declare our will and pies 
to be that the execution of all and all manner of penal I 
laws in matters ecclesiaBtical, against whatsoever sort I 
of Nonconformists or recusants, he immediatetj sua- I 
pended, and they are hereby suspended. " By this Act, I 
upwards of 400 Friends were released out of prison by I 
Hhe king's letters putent, remitting their fines and I 
releasing their estates, some of whom had endured ten I 
or eleven years of imprisonment. But this respite 1 
was of short duration. In the following year tliB J 
kiag was induced to recal the declaration, when in- ' 
tolerance and persecution were revived, A petition < 
of above 1000 prisoners was presented to the king, 
asking to be set at liberty. , 

In 1683, a memorial was taken to Windsor, and an | 
opportuiuty was granted to four Friends to deliver 1 
it to the king, and to urge the plea contained i: 
The following paragraphs are interesting : — " The I 
King of kings, and Lord of the whole earth, incline. I 
thine heart to that which is just and merciful ii 
sight, and to make such clean and equal distinctions aa 1 
that the innocent may not suffer in any ease for the I 
guilty." " We declare that Ood Almighty hath taught* 
ns to engage and acknowledge and actually to obeyJ^ 
magistracy as his ordinance, in ail thinga not rcpugnant^ fl 
to his law and light in our consciences ; which is 
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tainly Bgreealile to the Holy Scriptures, and udmjts not 
of any immoral or injurious action. And that erra 
where through tender conecicnce we cannot conform, it 
is our duty patiently to Buffer, and not to rehel nor b^A 
revenge. And we hope by his divine grace erer to 
demean ourselves as peaceable -minded Christians in our 
conversation under the civil government." 

The persecationa of their friends are thus set forti r^- 
" Divers severities of late have been and still are In 
flicted, for which no colour or pretence hath been or 
can be alleged, several gaols being so filled as that they 
want air ; and many innocent persons are held under 
ostreme distress, without regard to age, Bex, or condi- 
tion, to the loss of some lives already, and the apparent 
hazard of many more, if not to the endangering of in- 
fection in divers cities or places in this nation. Many 
houses, shops, bams, and fields are ransacked, aad 
swept of goods, com and cattle, tending also to the great 
discouragement of trade and husbandry, and to the im- 
poverishment of a great number of ijuict and induatriona 
people, and that for no other cause but their reJigiona 
worship, and the exercise of their tender consciences 
towards Almighty God that made them, who ia the 
Sovereign Lord of all, and King in men's coq- 
scionces. Therefore we humbly entreat thee, king, 
in princely justice, Christian charity, and compassion, 
to open our prison doors, and take off our bonds ; re- 
lieve the innocent and oppressed in thy land, that fear 
God and in conversation truly honour the king ; and 
suffer not the ruin of such as are quiet in the land, uio' 
the widow and the fatherless, for their peaceable con- 
aciences to lie at the door of a prince professing the 
the tender and compassionate religion of Christ." 
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Bat all was of no arai]. ChnrlcB died a few nionths | 

afterwards, iiiid left upwards of 1,400 Friends in prisoiiB. ' 

His brotber, James II., came to tLe throne, upon [ 

which an address was presented " to the king and both ( 

Houses of Parliament," which represented that " of ' 

' late above 1,500 had been detained prisoners in Eng- | 

land, and part of them in Wales ; some had been dis- | 

I charged by the jiidges, others freed by death through > 

their long and tedious iTOprisonment. There now re- I 

' mained in prison about 1,333 according to late accounts, I 
above 200 of them women ; above 300 not for denying 1 
the daty or refiising the substance of allegiance, bnt foi 
refiising to swear ; and above 320 had died in prison j 
ce the year 1660." The memorial further repre- I 
ited that " great havoc and spoil had been made of ! 
the goods and estates of the Friends under the Con- | 
Tenticle Act, and under an old Act made in the reign j 
of Queen Elizabeth, imposing a fine of twenty pounds a 
month for non-attendance at the mode of public worship 
as established by law ; all tending to the ruin of trade, 
husbandry, and farming, and the impoverishing of J 
many industrious families, without compassion shown 
to widows, fatherless, or desolate ; to some not a bed i 
t to rest upon, to others no cattle to till their grounds, J 
r com for bread or seed, nor tools to work with. 
Upon indictments at common law against our peace- 
able religious assemblies, a great number have been I 
these divers years confined and crowded in gaol at J 
Bristol, mostly above 100, about 70 of them women, j 
many aged. In the city of Norwich, in the years 1682 I 
and 1683, about 70 kept in hold— 45 in holes and i 
dnngeons — many weeks together, and great hardships 
in other plooee." J 
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The two following paragraphs towards the close of Uus 
memorial are well worthy of being reprinted : — 

" Be pleased to make our case your own, and do to 
ns asyoa would be done nato. As you would not be 
oppressed or destroyed in your persons or estates, nor 
have your properties invaded, and posterities mined, for 
seiring and worshipping Almighty Ood (tbst made all 
mankind) according to your persuasions and cooscieBcee, 
but would no doubt enjoy the liberty thereof, bo we 
intreat you to allow the same hberty to tender ctnt- 
sciences, that live peaceably under the GoTemment, u 
yon would enjoy yourselTes ; and to disannul the laid 
Conventicle Act, and to stop these dovoiuing informers; 
and also take away all sanguinary laws, corporal md 
pecuniary punishments, merely on the score of religion 
and conscience ; and let not the ruin and cry of the 
widow, fatherless, and innocent families, lie upon this 
nation, nor at joar door, who have not only a great 
trust reposed in you for the prosperity and good of the 
whole nation, but also to profess Obriatianity, and the 
tender religion of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

" And notwithstanding aU these long- sustained ex- 
tremities, we, the said suffering people, do aolemidj 
profess and declare in the sight of the all-seeing God, 
who is the Searcher of hearts, that as we h&ye never 
been found in any seditious or treasonable designs, thi^ 
being wholly contrary to onr Christian principle and 
profession, so we have nothing but goodwill and tene 
Christian affection to the king and Government, un- 
eerely desiring his and your safety, prosperity, and 
concurrence in mercy and truth, for the good of the 
whole kingdom." 

The words of George Fox to the judge at Wor- 
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cestor, in the year 1686, appropriately comprehetiii in « 1 
few words the Christian conduct of our sufferiug pro- I 
deceesorB, — " Ye know we are a people that suffer all I 
things and bear all things, therefore ;e thus use ns, I 
because we cannot revenge ourselves ; but we leave our I 
cause to the Lord." 1 

After the presentation of this memorial, during the 1 
few fears that James II. was king of this realm, several I 
measures were adopted for the purpose of giving relief I 
to liViends and other Protestant dissenters, amongst I 
■which a declaration for liberty of conscience put fortt I 
by bim in 1687 may be referred to as the moat conspi- I 
cnous ; but in the following year ho vacated the throne, I 
William and Mary succeeded him ; and early in their I 
reign a general liberty of conscience in the worship of U 
God was secured by the Act of Toleration passed in I 
1690, A more easy recovery of tithes by process &t I 
law was enacted ; as has been already remarked, relief 4 
was granted by the substituting of an affirmation for as ■ 
oath, and that intolerance in matters of religion which J 
had BO long prevailed was greatly lessened. I 

In taking even a transient review of the events con- I 
nected with the history of our early Friends, what M 
reflections is this review calculated to produce. We may fl 
well admire their patience, their constancy, their single- I 
ness of purpose, and their steadfast adherence to what I 
they believed to be the law of their God ; and how wifli I 
many of them the world was kept under their feet. I 
Can we doubt that their patient endurance under suffer- M 
ing largely contributed to moke way for that religions I 
liberty which it is now the privilege of the inhabitantflJI 
of this country at this day to enjoy 7 I 

Let na contrast these proceedings of former days, thai 
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Bpoiling of goods, the total disregard of the ralne lid 
the rights of property, the lengtheTied imprisoiunent, 
the hard-heartedneas of jailors, the cruelties exercised 
in. connection with ecclesiastical demands ; — with the 
state of the times in which we live. And it is well also 
to remember that, even at this day, in aevcral of the 
countries of Europe, many pious Christians enjoy much 
fewer civil and religions privileges than those of whidi 
we ourselves are the partakers. 

We are now wholly released from the taking of an 
oath ; our afGrmation is eqnally valid in all cases, ami 
or criminal, with the oaths of others. Wo are fhHy 
protected by law from imprisonment for the non-pay- 
ment of ecclesiastical demands ; and the recovery of 
claims of this description is effected by a very easydvi! 
process, trifling indeed compared with the arbitrary 
proceedings of former times. The undisturbed worship 
of God, and the free ministry of the Gospel of Christ, 
are secured to us by law, and as free to us as to any of 
our fellow-citizens. Tlie civil ofRces of Govomment bb 
jurymen, magistrates, members of municipal corpora- 
tions, and representatives in Parliament, are all open 
to us. la our conscientious refusal to bear arms, or to , 
take part in military proceedings, we are to some extent i 
kindly protected by law. 

In calling to mind the sufferings unto death to which 
the apostles were subjected ; the tortures, the 6ght of 
afflictions, and the cruel deaths to which the early 
Christians were exposed, and the persecutions and raar- 
tyrdomB of the early reformers — in taking a retrospect 
of the present and past circumstances of our religions 
Society — we of this generation may do well to ask 

selves, what have we suffered on behalf of Christ 
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our Saviour ? Well may we recount the mercies which 
are our portion in this our day, and call to mind how 
feebly and imperfectly we serve our Kedeemer. We 
enjoy undisturbed the comforts of life, the protection 
of the Government under which we live, the security of 
the law, the rights of civil society, and the privileges 
of religious fellowship. We have free, unmolested, 
opportunities to serve the Lord in our generation, 
according to His will. Are we giving proof of our 
gratitude to our Heavenly Father for these His bless- 
ings, by devotedness to His service, and by unreserved 
submission to the guidance of his Holy Spirit ? 



CHAPTER XV. 



B MEETINOS FOR IB 
MAINTEKiNCH. 

" Bv the term discipline we iiuderstand. nU those 
arrangemeiits and regulations whioli are inatituted for 
the civil and religions benefit of a Christian chiueh. 
The meetings for discipline are, of course, for the pnr- 
pose of carrying those ohjects into effect. 

"It cannot be said that any ajatem of discipline 
formed a part of the original compact of the Society. 
There was not indeed, to human appearance, anything 
systematiu in its formation. It was an association of 
persona who were earnestly seeking, yea panting after, 
the' saving knowledge of Divine Truth. They were 
men of prayer, anil diligent searchers of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; unable to find true rest iu the various opinions ' 
and systems which in that day divided the ChrtBtiaii 
world, they believed that they found the Truth in a more 
fiiUy receiving of Christ, not only as the living and 
ever-present Head of the Church in its aggregate capa- 
city, hut also as the light and life—the spiritual ruler, 
teacher, and friend, of every individual member. 

" The members who lived near to each other, and 
who met together for religious worship, immediately 
formed, from the very love of their union, a Chriadan 
family, or little church. Each member was at liberty 
to exercise the gift bestowed upon him, in that beauti- 
fal harmony and subjection which belong to the aereral 
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parts of a living body, from the analogy of which the 
Aptmtle Paul draws Bo striking a description of the true 
Church : " Yc are the body of Christ, and members in 
particular."* 

It is an interesting feature in the history of the lahoura 
of George Fox in the service of the Gospel, that, under . 
an impression of religious duty, he was instrumental in 
settling meetings throughout the country for transacting 
the affairs of the church, under the title of Monthly 
Meetings, It was about the yea^r 16G7 that, accompanied 
by some of hia fellow-labourers, ho travelled extensively 
for the establifiliment of thesQ meetings. From that 
day to the present time meetings of this character haTe | 
continned to exist amongst Friends. i 

The service of a Monthly Meeting may be said to { 
include whatever has reference to the civil and reUgioiu I 
interests of those who are members of it, as well as to ' 
the general character of the Church. Christian care of | 
marrioges, the due entry of all births and burials, the I 
transfer of membership of those who change Iheir resi- 
dence by certificate from one meeting to another, the sup- I 
port of the poor, and the education of their children, all I 
come under the cognizance of such meetings. The faith- 
ful upholding of those Christian principles which have 
been already allud d t s periodically brought nnder I 
notice by the p parat n of written answers to certain | 
inquiries und the nam of Queries, To these meet- 
ings belong, th duty f ecognizing and recording as 
ministers f th G pi those whose communications, | 
whether men or women, in the assemblies for the wor-l 
ship of God, are approved by the church. There also, J 

* Eitraoted from the preface to the Rules of Diacipluie. I 
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after due consideration, are appointed the I 
officers wlio occupy the stationa of Eldor and Oyereeet. 
The former, whilst maintaining a general Christian 
interest for the membera of the meeting, are more espe- 
cially looked to as cherishing a care and sympathy for 
the ministers ; the latter are expected to perform in the 
spirit of the Gospel those genera! duties of oversight 
and counsel, which are requisite in any conamunity of 
professed Christiana. 

Another important duty of Monthly Meetings is the 
admission into membership of those who seek to be 
united to Friends from religious couTiction of the 
Bonndnoss of their Christian faith, and the acceptance 
of those views of the requirements of the Gospel by 
which the Society has ever been distinguished. It is 
the dnty of the meeting on such occasions to appoint a 
committee to confer with the individual, who patiently, 
in Christian love, and in dependence upon heavenly 
wisdom, are to judge of the nature of the application. 
After a report on the case, the Monthly Meeting exer- 
cises its judgment, and decides accordingly. 

The words of our Lord are found to bo truly appli- 
cable at this day : " It is impossible but that offences 
will come." The mode of acting in cases of delin- 
quoncy on the part of the church is set forth in an 
epistle of George Fos, from which the following extract 
is made. It is worthy of especial notice, and is descrip- 
tive of that exercise of Christian discipUne which is 
observed among Friende at the present day. " Now 
concerning Gospel order, though the doctrine of Jeeos 
Christ requireth hia people to udmonish a brother or 
sister twice, before they tell the church, yet that limitetb 
none, so as that they shall use no longer forbearance. 
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And it is desired of all, before they publicly comj)!aiii, 
that they wait in the power of God, to feel if tl 
no more required of them tO' their brother or 
before they expose bim or her to the ehurth. Let thia 
be weigbtOy couBidcred, and all such as behold thei 
brother or sister in a, trausgreasion, go not in a rough, 
light, or upbraiding spirit, to reprove or admonish him 
or her, but in th^ power of the Lord and Spirit of the 
Lamb, and in the wisdom and love of the truth, which 
BoffeTB thereby, to admonish such an offender. So may 
the aoul of such a brother or sister be seasonably and 
effectually reached and overcome, and they may have 
cause to bless the nanie of the Lord on their belialf, and 
BO B bleEsing may be rewarded into the bosom of that 
faithful and tender brother or sister who go admonished 
them. And so keep the church order of the Gospel, 
according as the Lord Jesus hath commanded, that is, 
' If thy brother offend thee, speak to Mm betwixt thee 
and him alone ; and if he will not hear thee, take two 
or three ; and if he will not hear two or three, then tell 
it to the chiircli.' And if any do miscarry, admonish 
them gently in the wisdom of Ciod, so that you may 
preserve him, and bring him tu condemnation, and pre- 
serve him from further evils, which it is well if such do 
not ran into ; and it will be well for all to use the gentle 
wisdom of God towards them in their temptations and 
condemiiable actions, and, with using gentleness, to 
bring them to condemn their evil, and to let their con- 
demnation go as far as their bad action has gone and 
no further, to defile the minds of Friends or others, 
and so to clear God's truth ami people, and to convert 
the soul to God, and preserve them out of further evils. 
So be wise in the wisdom of God." 
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In conciiiding these remarks oa the dnties of Monthly 
Meetings, which have been well described as "the 
hands of the hody," it may he remarked that, like onr 
Quarterly and Yearly Meetings, they are open to the 
deliberations and conclusions of the membcra of the 
several meetings ; and each well -concerned Friend is ftt 
liberty to express his sentiments on what is before the 
meeting. Although in the good order of the church 
individuals are officially appointed to specific services, 
yet the principle of the advice of the Yearly Meeting is 
not only admitted, but largely recommended amongBt 
us. "Watch over one another for good, and vrben 
occasions of uneasiness first appear in any, lot them be 
treated vrith in privacy or tenderness, before the matter 
be communicated to another; and Friends everywhere 
are advised to maintain the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace." 

Quarterly or General Meetings are also held amongBt 
Friends, and are composed of several Monthly Meetings, 
and thoy extend over one or more comities as circnm- 
stances require. Tliey have existed from the rise of 
the Society, and exercise a general oversight of all tlie 
meetings in the district assigned to them. To these 
meetings are brought the replies to the inquiries al- 
ready mentioned, in reference to the due attendance of 
puhhc worship, to the preservation of lovo, to the 
Christian training of children, to justice in trade and 
commerce, to the avoiding of those places of amuse- 
ment to which the Society has ever considered that 
Christians should give no countenance, to the due relief 
of the poor, and to the faithful maintenance of their 
Christian testimonies against war and all ecclesiastical 
demands. 
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The Quarterly Meetings are in like mftnuer under the 
oversight of the Yearly Meeting. This meeting is held 
in London. It extends a general core over the whole 
Society, receivinjj' reports from the last-mentioned 
meetings on their religious and moral condition, issuing 
advices and regulations where needed, for the general 
■welfare of the body, and for the upholding of the great 
truths of the rehgion of our Holy Redeemer, as set 
forth in the Scriptures of truth — doctrines and precepts 
which the Society has uniformly professed and main- 
tained from its rise to the present day. 

In carrying out its TiewB of the important place 
which, the Friends beheve, ia assigned to women in 
the church of Christ, separate meetings are held by 
them, of which tho object is the exercise of a Chris- 
tian care over their own sex, thus enabhng them in _ 
their own appropriate sphere to contribute towards thai 
welfare of the Christian family. 

These several meetings for the right maintenance of 
our Christian discipline hare afforded opportunities for 
the use of gifts and qualifications in the church, which 
might not otherwise have been brought into exercise ; 
and they have largely contributed to strengthen the bond 
of Christian fellowship. As the rehgious principles of 
Friends recognize no head in the church but the Lord 
Jesus Christ, so in the right administration of t 
discipline they have reverently believed that, as t 
faculties of the mind are exercised with due f 
dination to the influence of the Spirit of Truth, i 
the assistance of Divine grace, a spirit of sound judg 
ment is stiil mercifully granted to those who 1 
and in simple faith ask for it. 




I would now, in the waim feeling of Christiaa love. 
invite the reader to a few seriona reflections. May it be 
done on my part in humiliation and abaacdnesB of EOnl ! 

We ought ever to bear in remembrance that it is 
the Holy Spirit who raiscth in man a desire to forsake 
sin, and to follow that which is good, showing him 
that he is by nature prone to fiia and alienated from 
God ; and that if he continue in sin, and die in dn, 
there is no hope for him of eternal Hfe. " If we die in 
our sins, whither Christ is gone we cannot go." 

The Spirit of God searcheth all things, showing unto 
man his sins, and causing him to tremble at them, and 
to abhor them. But as the righteous judgments of 
God are patiently endured, as there is a turning in 
living faith nnlo the Lord Jesus, and a trusting in Him 
as our gracious and all-sufdcicnt Saviour, throagh 
whose blood we have redemption, even the forgive- 
ness of sins, He causeth his light to shine upon he. 
and grants a lively hope that, being justified freely by 
bis grace, our transgressions are blotted out, and He 
will love us freely. 

Thus delivered from the thraldom of sin, as tiie 
heart becomes changed, and the affections are set 
on things alwve, as there is a following of the light 
which Christ, the Sun of Bighteousness, in his great 
mercy sendeth into the heart, we see more light, 

We are not, however, to expect to discover the whole 
scope of Divine Truth at once : the things of God arc 



only to be known by the Spirit of God. There are 
many lessons to be learned in tbe school of Christ ; and 
these are to be learned in obedience to the will of God, 
whether as inwardly manifested by the Holy Spirit, or 
by the blessed truths of Holy Soripture. 

Great is the variety of experience in the work of 
religion ; the constitution of the human mind is very 
different in different indiriduals — our temptations also 
vary. But the Spirit of God raries not; and his 
mighty energies are sufficient to the circumstances of 
all, can renew the hearts of all, and, thoroughly cleansing 
them from every impurity, bring them into an entire 
conformity to the will of God. 

But how prone is man, even after he has been 
awakened from sin and tasted that the Lord is good, 
to yield to temptation, and to violate the Divine law 1 
In the busy scenes of hfe, in the ardour of intellectual 
acquirements, in the eager pursuit of money, and 
sometimes in the dreamy listlessness of mental indo- 
lence, we greatly suffer by not seeking to follow Him 
who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners ; or by not minding the renewed calls of that 
still, small voice which may have been heard and fol- 
lowed in days past, and which may in mercy be still 
repeated. How great, how continual is the loving- 
kindness of the Lord I How precious are the influences 
of Divine grace ! How earnest should our cry unto 
the Lord be, " Take not thy Holy Spirit from me I" 

The follower of Christ is continually to bear in mind 
that the religion of Jesus is essentially practical— it is 
to be wrought into his daUy habits ; he is to evince, far 
more in actions than in words, that it is the mainspring 
of his life. He is to seek to be separated from the 
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spirit of the world, in all its beguilcmeats, temptaticnw 
and evils ; to fulfil tho preceptB of his Lord, in the 
filial fear and lovi; of God, and to the honour of his 
name. He is not to employ in mere self-gratification 
the tftleiita, the gifts, and the time bestowed: bat 
earnestly to pray that he may hring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit. 

While sensible of the preeiousness of living in tiie 
Spirit and walking in the Spirit, the Cliristian traveller 
may, through tJie evil of his own heart, or the malice 
of his crael enemy, sometimes stumble and fall. But 
let him ha encouraged to take heed to tho reproofs of 
instruction, and tnist in a compassionate Redeemer. 
As he comes to Him in hnmility and in faith, easting 
himself upon that mercy which is not withheld from 
the penitent soul, he rises again, and goes on his way 
with fresh alacrity. He feels it to he an mmtterabk 
privilege that he may still draw nigh to Him whom it 
is given to him to know, under all, to be hia Father 
in heaven — that he has an ever-living Intercessor, 
through whom he may present his petitions at tlie 
throne of grace. 

The faithful disciple, after having made some pro- 
gress in the right way of the Lord, whether labouring to 
promote the temporal, the moral, or the apiritoal 
well-being of those around him ; or whether, under the 
constraining influence of the Holy Spirit, declaring unto 
others the word of reconcihation, will feel the neceseity 
iif walking in humility and in the fear of the Ixjrd. 
Being concerned that his fight may shine before men, 
he will see that.he is to guard against the snare of self- 
complacency, or the applause of others ; and to act with 
le eye to the service of his Lord, ready to acknow- 
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ledge that he is " an unprofitable servant, having dono 'J 
that whicli it waa his duty to do." 

He may have been strengthened to take the yoke 
Christ upon him, and to learn of Him, who declared of ■ ' 
Himself, I am meek and lowly in heart ; aud at timeB, 
in the goodness of the Lord, ho may have been per- 
mitted to feel the blesBedness of finding rest onto his I 
sool. fist at no time can he mth safety lay aside " 
shield," "thehehnet,"or " the breastplate." As he 
vances in his Christian progress, he may again fall from 
his own un watchfulness, or by the cimning devices of 
Satan. Under a s^ise of his own onfaithfulness, he 
may at times be brought very low, and have to pray for ' 
forgiveness and for mercy. Yet as he abides under the I 
chaatenings of the Lord's band, will it be given him to . I 
feel that his Saviour eareth for him, and fresh strength I 
will be grafted to pursue his heavenward course. 

Let us then draw nigh unto God with full assuranoe I 
of faith, ever calling to mind the heart-cheering truth, 
that the blood of Jesua Christ eleanseth from all sin. J 
Relying on no inferior help, cleaving unto Him with J 
full pariiose of heart, believing in and taking heed to J 
his teachings, let us all be earnest, to know a completo-l 
victory over every sin. 

In reviewing tiiis attempt to present a comprehen 
view of the principles of our religious Society, it may \ 
not be amiss to recur to the high profession which ia 
here made before the world. Jn assembling with our 
fellow -members for the public worship of God, our 
reliance is to be upon nothing short of the immediate 
influence of the Holy Spirit, whether through its opera- 
tions upon our own minds or upon the minds of those J 
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who feel c&lled upon to speak in the ministrf 
word, or in prayer or praise. In refusing to pay any 
eccleeiastical claims, and in submitting to distraints on 
our property, we are again called upon to give evi- 
dence in our conduct among men that our depen- 
dence is not upon the provision of the civil power for 
the upholding of a profession of the Christian religion, 
but upon Him who is the omnipotent head of his own 
church ; and we fee! that we have a testimony to 
bear against that interference with the rights of con- 
science which trenches upon the authority of God 
himself. In declining to take an gath on all judicial 
proceedings, and in all our commercial transactions, 
what truthfulness and integrity should we be concerned 
to observe. In adhering to simplicity of apparel, to 
plain scripture example in conunnnicating with others, 
whether verbally or hy writing, and in non-compliance 
with many of the fashions and the practices of the 
world, we are called upon to walk amongst men in 
humility and in circumspection, in watchfulness and in 
jirayer. 

In not adopting what arc hy many accepted as the 
ordinances of the Gospel, or spoken of as " means of 
grace," it becomes our duty to give evidence of the 
conviction that the kingdom of God is righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost; and that we are 
earnestly concerned to feed on Clirist, the bread of life. 
and to drink of that living water which our blessed 
Raviour spoke of, as a well of water springing np into 
everlasting life. And lastly, in upholding a Christian 
testimony against all war, what a high attainment 
must any one be brought to before he can place no 
rehance on fleets and armies for the protection and de- 
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I fence of his country, and before he can have no reconrW'^H 

, to weapons of destruction when his person or his pro-^^H 

perty may be in danger. '.' 

Whilst accepting as true, aad as coming from God, 

those blessed facts aad doctrines of the Bible which are 

bronght under notice in the early part of this littJe 

' volume, and whilst entertaining the beiief that the 

I review just taken is in fact a statement of truths which 

the Gospel of our Lord and Redeemer presents to us, 

and which as true believers in Him we are called npon 

I to attempt faithfully and unflinchingly to carry out, the 

awakening reflection,presentB itself, " Wliat manner of 

I persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and 

' godliness J" 

I I tremble in the thought of the high standard I have, 

' though feebly, attempted to present. Truly, my motto 
shall be " not as having attained." Who is sufficient 
for these things ? To this inquiry the answer quickly 
presents itself ,—" Our sufficiency ia of God." What a 
blessing, what a mercy is this I That oui Almighty 
Father in heaven has not only set before us in the 
Gospel of his dear Son, a course of action which would 
contribnte to our individual hajipiness and nsefulness, 
beyond what the natural man can receive or under- 
stand ; but that He oflers us, through Christ our 
Saviour, the help of the Holy Spirit to fiilfil his law, 
to hve to his praise, and to enjoy his favour. 

A just sense of the holiness of God aad of the sin- 
fulness of sin, of the high requirements of the Divine 
Law, and of the continued liability of man to fall, leads 
the most experienced and enlightened Christian to 
acknowledge that his whole trust is to be in the free, 
undeserved, and boundless mercy of God in Christ his 
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Redeemor, But, in the goodness of the Lord, at timeB 
it is giTcn him to behpye that, when the troubles aad 
sorrows and temptations of his earthly race shall end, 
he ivill be for ever at rest with Him who in his own 
blood has washed away all his sins ; and who, as th^« 
is faithfulness unto death, will receive him into luE 
eternal kingdom of rest and peace. 
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